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Baruch art goes up for auction
BY MICHAEL WURSTHORN
SENIOR STAFF WRITER

While students are required
to take classes such as art to fulfill
their academic requirements and
broaden their general knowledge,
Baruch College plans to sell off
valuable art pieces for a few extra
bucks.
The Baruch College Fund is having famed auction house Christie’s appraise the Sidney Mishkin
Gallery’s artwork, according to Dr.
Glenn Petersen, chair of the sociology and anthropology department.
“I was informally told the Baruch College Fund had voted to sell
this off,” Petersen told The Ticker.
“No one would have known.”
Petersen, a member of the Baruch College Faculty Senate, motioned a resolution in April asking
the College Fund to open a dialogue
with the senate to explore other options for the artwork. The motion
was approved unanimously and
supported by then Baruch College
President Kathleen Waldron.
However, the Baruch College
Fund chose to push its plans along
and possibly sell off the Mishkin
collection, which consists of 10
pieces.
The art collection, which was
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donated by Sidney Mishkin, includes works by surrealists Max
Ernst, Andre Masson and Man Ray.
Also represented are Alexander
Calder, Marsden Hartley and Barbara Hepworth.
At Thursday’s faculty senate
meeting, Petersen renewed his
fight to save the artwork from liquidation and prevent a “dangerous
precedent” where the College Fund
reduces the college’s cultural and
artistic collection for the sake of
money.
“I respectfully ask you [President Stan Altman] to ask the Baruch College Fund to delay any action on this,” Petersen said before
the faculty senate.
Altman dismissed Petersen’s
plea, saying, “I’m not authorized to
make that request.”
He added: “The answer is it’s not
going to happen.”
A vote on the Petersen’s motion
was approved and Altman then
urged the senators to vote it down.
“It’s the wrong message to tell
[the Baruch College Fund] what to
do,” said Altman.
Petersen quickly replied, asking the senators to understand that
they aren’t voting on whether to
save Baruch’s art collection.

Baruch plans to have the art of the Sidney Mishkin Gallery appraised by Christie’s.

SEE ART PAGE 9

FEATURES

BUSINESS
.
.
.
.
.
.
.

ILLUSTRATED BY MICHAEL WURSTHORN

10
13
17
21
24 Baruch opens the most
27 comprehensive technic29 cal library in the U.S.

Page 13.

ARTS

Baruch’s
Keep a Child
Alive chapter
commemorates World
Aids Day.

Page 17.

The new
Broadway
comedy
The Understudy generates laughs.

Page 21.

As the state of New York grapples
with its budget dilemma and continues to shave off funds, Baruch
College’s situation isn’t any better.
Interim President Stan Altman
painted a dire picture for the next
academic year in his address to the
college’s faculty senate on Thursday, saying, “There are some very
serious budget issues facing the
college.”
Incorrect enrollment projections by CUNY and a drop in enrolled students this fall has handed
Baruch a nearly $3 million shortfall.
“There’s a 400 to 500 student gap
between the number of students
we enrolled and the number [we]
needed to enroll,” said the president, who has been in office for
four months.
Fortunately, Altman has kept
an open dialogue with CUNY leadership and the college isn’t being
held responsible for this deficit.
“Going forward we need to get
this budget allocation realigned,”
he added.
Tuition money paid by students
is first sent to CUNY. The university
then gives back portions of it with
state funding to cover each campus’ operating budget. The college’s
operating budget isn’t completely
covered by these funds though, according to Altman.
“Our allocation [from CUNY]
does not reflect the cost of [doing]
business here,” Altman said.
To cover the operating budget’s
gap, funds from the Baruch College
Fund are used. But the endowment
has taken a hefty hit over the past
year.
For the 2008-2009 academic
year, the Baruch College Fund budgeted $18 million for spending.
With the reduced assets and market decline, the fund is budgeted
for just $12 million this academic
year.
“This has made spending very
tight on the campus,” said Altman.
“We got some real budget challenges here.”
To counteract a drop in state
funds, Altman signaled that part of
the solution is aggressively recruiting donors to the College Fund and
evaluating how resources are used.
“We need to take a harder look
at how we do business,” Altman
said, “and figure out how we can
better use resources.”
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] Vets get schooled at fair
BY SABRINA SMITH

SENIOR STAFF WRITER

COMPILED BY SABRINA SMITH
SENIOR STAFF WRITER

TUESDAY 12/8
AIESEC will present Global Village
from 12:30-2:30 p.m. in the Multipurpose Room (VC 1-107).
The School of Public Affairs Center
for Innovation and Leadership
for Government will host Altered
Political Landscape: City Hall 2010
at 151 East 25 Street Room 750 at
6 p.m.

Wednesday 12/9
The Zicklin Sports Business Club
will host an informative session
with Inner Circle Sports LLC from
12-2 p.m. in VC 14-285.
The Donald Smith Distinguished
Lecture Series will present 2008
Nobel Prize Laureate in Economics and New York Times Op-Ed
Columnist Paul Krugman with a
platform discussion ‘Are We Getting the Change We Need?’ from
6-8 p.m. in VC 14-220.

Thursday 12/10
The American Humanics Student
Association will present a resume
and interview skills workshop from
12:30-2 p.m. at 151 East 25 Street
Room 750.

USG Briefs
COMPILED BY MICHAEL WURSTHORN
USG CORRESPONDENT

Undergraduate Student Government Secretary Linda Demiraj has
resigned from her post and plans
to focus more time on academic
interests. President Tanvir Hossain
said, “We wish her the best in her
future endeavors and thank her for
her contributions to this organization this past semester.”

The CUNY College Fair for Veterans, hosted by Borough of Manhattan Community College, took place
on Wednesday Oct. 16th. CUNY
representatives welcomed U.S. veterans to the informative event.
According to the CUNY Newswire, the fair was part of CUNY and
BMCC’s “renewed mission to help
military veterans transition from
the battlefield to the classroom,
and society in general.”
“This is our third annual event
and this year is the best; I like the
way the event is taking shape,” said
Wilfred Cotto, CUNY’s coordinator
of veterans affairs.
As a veteran who served in the
U.S. Navy for 28 years, Cotto expressed the importance of the outreach recruitment effort and how it
will benefit veterans in their pursuit
of higher education.
“This is an opportunity for
[them] to speak to officials from
financial aid, and is a wonderful
experience to meet other students
involved,” said Cotto.
The fair consisted of CUNY admissions officers and financial aid
representatives as well as members
of the CUNY Office of Veterans Affairs, which provided information
about the different assistances programs offered.
“I don’t have to explain too
much financial aid information
because most of them know about
it and they are serious about what
they want to do,” said Baruch representative John Seto.
John Miller, a veteran currently
working for Prestige Hotel Reservations, said, “I’m looking into
continuing my education and I decided to take advantage of this opportunity today. With a bachelor’s
degree already attained, Miller
plans to grow in his career and kept
CUNY “as another considerable al-

Vice President of Campus Affairs
Ryan Wiley announced that he has
been working with Public Safety to
reduce vandalism within the stairwells. Wiley signaled his intentions
to continue working with Public
Safety and has asked any student
that sees vandalism happen.

This is the
final issue
of the
semester.
See you in
Februar y!

CUNY Coordinator Wilfred Cotto welcomed veterans as they learn about the process of returning to college.
ternative.”
“My dream is to work for the
History Channel and I want to begin to build my credentials for this
career,” said Miller.
Moderated by Stephen Clark, assistant to the director of Disability
and Veterans Affairs, the event also
included a panel discussion with
the members of the CUNY Veterans
Affairs office. They spoke about the
application process, life as a student-veteran and other provisions
for veterans returning to school.
Arthur Lozeau, from the U.S.
Division of Veterans Affairs, discussed “the good benefits” of the
new chapter of the G.I. Bill under
the Yellow Ribbon G.I. Education
Enhancement Program, housing
allowances for half-time students,

as well as the New York State Award
for Combat paid through the New
York State Higher Education Services Corporation specifically for
military and combat services.
Associate Director Dzelika Daniel, working for Student Financial
Aid under CUNY Central, talked
about the financial aid process as
well as the Veteran Tuition Award.
“What we cover in financial aid
aside from advisement on the different programs that are out there
from a federal and student aid
perspective, we also make sure
your awards are completely in adherence to what you’re allowed to
have,” said Daniel. “We try to make
sure that everything fits within a
combined amount and in coherence with the federal and state

rules.”
Bobby Anfang, a student-veteran at Hunter College working
under the Project for Return and
Opportunity in Veterans Education
(P.R.O.V.E.), based his platform on
the transition back to college life.
As a National Guard veteran who
was deployed to Iraq, he gave a
personal anecdote on the sense of
“boredom and isolation that student veterans my experience.”
“It’s a weird experience; everything in the military versus everything in the civilian work is completely different,” said Anfang. “The
main reason why I went to Hunter
College was to get involved with
P.R.O.V.E. and get involved with
veterans, and that’s where I am today.”

Prominent CUNY figure passes
BY MICHAEL WURSTHORN
SENIOR STAFF WRITER

A replacement for Demiraj’s position will be elected on Feb. 9. In the
meantime, an interim secretary,
to be named by Hossain, will fulfil
Demiraj’s duties. Those interested
in running are suggested to e-mail
tanvir.hossain@baruchmail.cuny.
edu.
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When playing a weekly basketball game each Sunday, Ernesto
Malave would never shy from challenging himself, covering the biggest opponent on the court. That
philosophy didn’t stop with basketball though, according to his close
friend, Dr. Ben Corpus.
Their relationship extended past
the court as he mentored Corpus,
explaining the intricacies of CUNY’s
budget. Baruch’s vice president of
student affairs wasn’t the only one
to be exposed to Malave’s expertise
on CUNY’s money trail. The vice
chancellor for budget and finance
was known for his passion towards
transparency.
“I’ve never met anyone who
could break complex budget issues
down so everyone could understand them,” said CUNY Trustee
Joseph Lhota in a statement. “The
new buzzword is ‘transparency’.
Well, everyone could learn from Ernesto, because he made it as transparent as anyone could.”
While attending the “We Are The
Future” conference in Puerto Rico,
Malave passed away on Nov. 22nd.
The 51-year-old’s CUNY career
spanned over three decades, beginning with his tenure as Borough of
Manhattan Community College’s
student president in 1980. Following his graduation, the vice chancellor accepted the position of admissions advisor in 1983, and then
worked in government relations

before settling into the Budget and
Finance Office for 20 years.
“The entire community of The
City University of New York deeply
mourns the passing of our beloved
Vice Chancellor for Budget and Finance Ernesto Malave,” said Chancellor Matthew Goldstein in a statement. “He was an extraordinarily
gifted colleague and friend, devoted
to his family and to his university in
every conceivable way.”

“He gave me dramatic
hope that the highest
levels (of executive
management) are
not bureaucratic, but
actually advocate the
values we all hold,”
-Dr. Ben Corpus,
Vice President of Student Affairs
In 2002, Goldstein appointed
Malave as the interim vice chancellor of budget and finance. He was
then named to the full position in
2003.
Entirely dedicated to CUNY and
its mission, Malave, who hailed

from the South Bronx, advocated
for underrepresented students and
was always doing everything in his
power to help those individuals,
according to Corpus.
“He never forgot where he came
from,” Corpus added.
During his tenure, Malave
championed several major initiatives, such as the CUNY Compact,
the CUNY Financial Management
Conference, money saving initiatives and campus investment.
Perhaps the most impacting
item was the Compact. It injected
millions of dollars over several
years into each CUNY campus,
thanks to state support.
“It added millions to the academic core and student support
services at the toughest economic
time in history,” Corpus said
His conference, which ran for
seven years, brought some of the
highest levels of executive leadership together to discuss student
and academic affairs, technology,
fundraising and ways to navigate
around challenges facing the university.
Perhaps his greatest role was
being a source of inspiration. From
his first stint as an advisor to vice
chancellor, Malave always had an
impact on those he spoke to.
“I had the opportunity to visit
many New York City high schools to
instill the value of higher education
in 16-year-old high school juniors,
as well as serving as an advisor to
incoming students,” said Malave in
a statement following his appoint-

SPECIAL TO THE TICKER

ment to vice chancellor. “It was a
very rewarding position.”
His impact didn’t stop with high
school children. It continued with
even his peers.
“He gave me dramatic hope
that the highest levels (of executive
management) are not bureaucratic,” said Corpus,” but actually advocate the values we all hold.”
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CUNY
experiments
with new
Harlem
school
 A master’s college associated with
Hunter is expected to
open in 2010-2011
BY MEGAN LAW
SENIOR STAFF WRITER

On Nov. 16, the CUNY Newswire
announced that CUNY began construction of the School of Public
Health at Hunter College.
The institution, which will be
located in East Harlem, is part of
CUNY’s billion-dollar investment
in mathematics, engineering, biology and other sciences, according
to The New York Observer.
CUNY intends to initiate additional building and renovation
projects at other senior colleges,
like Brooklyn, Lehman, Hunter and
City, as well, according to Examiner.com.
Approximately 100 full-time
faculty members, who specialize in
science, technology, engineering,
and mathematics, have been hired,
said examiner.com.
The new School of Public Health
will be housed alongside the Lois V.
and Samuel J. Silberman School of
Social Work and Hunter Colleges’
Centro de Estudios Puertorriquenos.
The new building will be eight
stories high and will be a spacious
147,000 square feet. It will be located on Third Avenue between East
118th and 119th Streets.
A partnership between CUNY,
Hunter College, the Lois V. and
Samuel J. Silberman Fund from the
New York Community Trust and
the Brodsky Organization made the
building’s construction possible.
According to the CUNY news
release, CUNY’s School of Public Health is scheduled to open in
2010-2011 and will offer masters
and doctoral programs. It holds the
distinction of being the only school
of public health in the United States
that focuses on urban issues.
The school will concentrate on
discovering new ways to prevent
and control health problems while
training its students to execute
these solutions in New York City
and other urban centers.
The School of Public Health intends to offer community-based
doctoral and masters degrees in
epidemiology, biostatistics, social
and behavioral science, healthcare
administration and policy, environmental health, and other specific undergraduate degrees.
Kenneth Olden, the first African-American cancer researcher to
direct one of the National Institutes
of Health, will head it, according to
Subramny.
“Life-changing careers for students and pioneering research
will emanate from this enterprise,
bringing multiple educational,
economic, and societal benefits to
the neighborhood, to the City and
to our State,” said CUNY Chancellor Matthew Goldstein in the CUNY
Newswire.
Ultimately, graduates of the
School of Public Health will possess
the knowledge and skills necessary
to tackle the serious health care
problems faced by the poor, minorities and immigrants, according to
the CUNY Newswire.
According to The New York Observer, it will also encourage economic progress in East Harlem and
in other areas that are in need of
new opportunities.

Novelist holds reading at Baruch
BY SOPHIA KARATHANASIS
STAFF WRITER

Last Tuesday, novelist Danzy
Senna engaged students and faculty in a reading and discussion of
her newly-released memoir Where
did you sleep last night?: A Personal
History.
The event, held in the Newman
Conference Center, was sponsored
by the Sidney Harman Writer-inResidence Program and moderated by Professor Roslyn Bernstein of
the journalism department. Senna,
a woman of African and Irish descent, is also the author of Caucasia
and Symptomatic, novels that both
explore issues of race and personal
identity.
The focused topics of the night
dealt with Senna’s recent transition from fiction to personal memoir, the complexities of her biracial
background and her life-long troubled relationship with her father. In
a prelude to the evening’s discussion, professor Bridgett Davis favorably labels Senna’s writing as
“deceptively elegant,” stating that
“there is something subversive in
her lines that make the portrayal of
her father a powerful rendering of
that time and place.”
Following Bernstein and Davis’ introductory speeches, Senna
took the stage, leading the packed
crowd in a reading of lengthy excerpts from sections of her third
published book.
The quoted passages explored
Senna’s memories of her father
subsequent to her parents’ bitter
divorce. Senna’s memories range
from trivial to devastating, as she
recalls the way her father “took
a long time to pick an order on a
menu” to the times she “tried to tell
if he was drunk or not while speaking to him over the phone.”

SOPHIA KARATHANASIS I THE TICKER

Danzy Senna spoke at a Harman Writer-in-Residence event about her most recently published memoir.
Furthermore, Senna explains
that the missing links in her understanding of her father’s personal
history prompted her to do research for the book.
“In absence of any sort of context I was left with only fragments,
devoid of any plot,” said Senna.
“Uncovering my father’s past meant
going down South and finding his
family lineage.”
In addition to discussing her
father’s past, Senna delves into her
present life as the mother of a newborn son.
“I’ve released that part of myself

New policy for books
BY MICHAEL WURSTHORN
SENIOR STAFF WRITER

Students have a new supporter
in the battle against rising textbook
prices: the federal
government.
Universities,
including Baruch
College, will be
required to release a textbook’s
information prior
to start of classes,
listing it on each
course description.
It is set to start
this summer, Provost Jim McCarthy announced
on Thursday at
the Faculty Senate meeting.
“[The
mandate]
requires
the author, publisher, title, ISBN
number, edition
and a reason why
[teachers] are asking for the latest edition of the textbook,” said McCarthy.
While the provost admitted this
would not be difficult for the college
to implement technology-wise, it
may be difficult for all professors to
“compile a list of textbooks a number of months in advance.”
While questions were raised as
to how quickly and widespread this
policy needs to be implemented,
the Higher Education Opportunity
Act says that textbook information
should be included “to the maximum extent practicable.”
Besides including textbook pricing information, the act calls on institutions to provide programs for
renting textbooks or purchasing

used books, guaranteed textbook
buy-back programs, alternative
content delivery programs and other cost-saving strategies.
To determine the act’s implementation,
an
audit will be
completed by
July 2013, evaluating implementation of
this policy and
focusing
on
the availability
of pricing information from
higher education publishers, the use of
bundled and
unbundled
materials and
the implementation of the
textbook information on
course schedules.
“We need to
fi
gure
out how
TICKER ARCHIVES
to do all of this
so we don’t end up paying a fine
instead of using that money for a
salary,” said Interim President Stan
Altman to the Faculty Senate.
An internal auditor has been
appointed by Altman to make sure
Baruch is in compliance with various mandates, including the soonto-be-instated textbook policy.
“Our internal auditor will find
the mistakes before someone else
does,” Altman said.
Despite the added work for the
college, McCarthy sees this as a
positive program.
“There are good intentions to
reduce the cost of textbooks to students,” he said.

as a daughter and now the mother
figure is more interesting to me,”
said Senna.
Reading from a passage of her
memoir dealing with the outside
world’s reaction to her son’s birth,
Senna states, “People were most
interested in what side of the racial
road he would fall in.”
Senna combated the racial remarks made towards her son by
stating, “I don’t care about the color
of his skin or the texture of his hair
and only want him to be heard, to
love and be loved.”
Later on, Senna discussed her

experiences with the writing process.
“A lot of the work and agony
was in placing things in order like
a puzzle. I found myself with pages
spread all over the floor,” said Senna. “It was a very OCD moment.”
Senna also described her persistence in completing the memoir.
“When I was writing the memoir
I often tried to push it off to some
far off corner,” said Senna. “Then
it became this pulsing thing in the
corner that I couldn’t avoid. I was
compelled to write the book against
all reason telling me not to.”

Submissions surge while
Encounters budget shrinks

DENIS GOSTEV I THE TICKER

BY LILLIAN RIZZO
NEWS EDITOR

Baruch’s Encounters magazine,
which is published once per semester, experienced a bittersweet
fall edition, with an influx of submissions and a cut in their budget.
The literary magazine, which
contains works of fiction, nonfiction, poetry and photography,
downsized by a third, changing its
page count from 160 to 108.
“I panicked because I wasn’t
sure what we would be able to
come up with,” said Editor-in-Chief
Viktoria Syrov.
This semester, there were 160
poetry submissions, more than
three times the amount of last semester. Fiction and nonfiction also
contained twice the amount of the
previous semester submissions.
Syrov said that due to “printing
constraints,” the Encounters staff
had to choose six less poems than
the last issue, adding up to 24 submissions in the current magazine
due out on Tuesday. The nonfiction
and fiction sections each were each
cut by eight submissions as well.
The EIC was told that the cut,

which was half of their budget, was
imposed to save the survival of next
year’s issue.
“I thought it was awkward for us
to ask [for an increase in Encounters’ budget] since Dollars & Sense
lost its budget for publishing completely,” said Syrov. “I didn’t want
Encounters to ask for more.”
The budget cut didn’t affect
the process of choosing works, the
meetings just ran longer due to the
increase in submissions to choose
from.
The fall ’09 Encounters will be
released this Tuesday at its reception in room 14-220 of the Vertical Campus at 6:30 p.m. until 8:30
p.m. The reception will feature the
announcement of the Harman fiction story contest, chosen by current Harman-Writer-in-Residence
professor Joseph O’Connor, the
winner of the Encounters cover
contest, and readings of the magazine’s published works. Guest singer Mary Courtney will also perform
at the event.
“I am really excited with the
amount of the submissions and for
our upcoming reception, “ said Syrov.
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Cuomo leads the 2010 governor race
BY TIMOTHY PETROPOULOS AND
LILLIAN RIZZO
SPORTS EDITOR AND NEWS EDITOR

With less than a year to the election for New York State governor,
Attorney General Andrew M. Cuomo is already leading in the polls
although he has yet to officially announce his candidacy.
The attorney general will most
likely run on the Democratic ticket
against incumbent Governor David
A. Paterson, whose approval rating
has been dipping drastically, especially among CUNY and SUNY students who would be affected by his
proposed budget cuts.
“I’m not going to vote for him.
I didn’t like him to begin with and
this is just icing on the cake,” said
senior Alice Livermore, an English
literature major, in reference to the
possible cuts.
Recent Siena College poll information published in The New York
Times found that Cuomo has a 70
percent favorability rating in comparison to the governor’s, which is
33 percent. The same poll specified
that 79 percent said that Paterson
was doing only a fair to poor job as
governor.

“If Cuomo wants to run, the
ideal situation is to have Paterson
not run at all,” said Doug Muzzio,
a professor in Baruch’s School of
Public Affairs.
Cuomo’s commanding lead
in the polls is among one of the
speculated reasons why ex-Mayor
Rudolph Giuliani decided against
running in the next election.
According to The New York
Times, Giuliani would have “comfortably beaten” the governor, but
would have likely had a tougher
time competing against Cuomo, a
chance he was not willing to take
after losing in the 2008 Republican
presidential primaries.
“In many ways it was a wise
strategic move on his part, it was
a way to get his name in the paper
with polls showing him beating Paterson,” said Muzzio, who suspects
Giuliani may want to run again for
the presidency in 2012. “Getting
beat [by Cuomo] wouldn’t be a
good look.”
With Giuliani dropping out of
the race, it leaves former Long Island congressman Rick Lazio as
the only announced contender for
the GOP.
“[Giuliani dropping out of the

BNL.GOV

Governor Paterson’s popularity has been decreasing according to the polls.
race] deprives the Republican party
of their most visual member,” said
David Birdsell, dean of the Baruch
School of Public Affairs.
Ultimately there is no official
competition for Governor Pater-

son with a little under a year until
the primaries and election. Cuomo publicly continues to sidestep
questions about whether he will be
a candidate in the Democratic race
for governor of New York, accord-

ing to The Times.
“In a sense, bidding on a race
that doesn’t exist yet is tough,” said
Muzzio. “If it becomes a two-person race, I’d bet on Cuomo.”

The effects of Paterson’s proposed CUNY cuts on Baruch’s vote
COMPILED BY TIMOTHY PETROPOULOS
“I’m not the one
who pays for my
college tuition, my
parents are, and
they really don’t
care because they
are financially secure. I would absolutely vote for him,”

“I’m graduation
so it doesn’t really
affect me. I don’t
know who I’m going to vote for, I’m
still undecided,”

“I’m an out of
state student so my
tuition is $8,000
a semester. If it
goes up anymore,
I might as well be
somewhere else,”

-Ryan Kurian, sophomore, accounting
major

-Doreen He, senior, operations management major

-Zhanna Onishchuk, freshman, accounting major

“I think Cuomo
is the better choice
regardless. He is
doing a lot of good
things like getting
sexual predators
off Facebook, so I
would vote for him
anyway,”
-Semir Purisic, senior, finance major
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GEICO recruits students
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Recruiter Rick Haas promoted GEICO as a potential employer for Baruch students.
BY SABRINA SMITH
SENIOR STAFF WRITER

Members of the National Association of Black Accountants
(NABA) hosted a GEICO event on
Tuesday, Nov. 24, in which representatives spoke about Emerging
Leader, a position within the company’s management development
program.
For the last five years, GEICO
has been visiting college campuses to recruit potential seniors and
graduate students.
GEICO college recruiters Jeanine Toscano and Rick Haas presented an interactive dialogue detailing

the program’s competitiveness in
the market, the responsibilities of
the position and the training and
application processes.
“Though we are speaking about
this position today, GEICO has an
array of positions ranging from analytical to supervisory leadership,
GEICO has a place for you in one of
the 12 regional offices,” said Haas.
Haas began the event by talking
about the services that the company has to offer and the commercials
that demonstrated the “good marketing and great campaigning that
is showing that GEICO is viable in
the market place.”
“We use a lot of humor to tie

into our public, and GEICO is a
great company in that way, and the
people that we look for have to be
just as quirky as our commercials,”
he said.
Following Haas’ commentary,
Toscano spoke about the leadership
program and how the role provides
a small corporate environment in a
large corporation.
“GEICO and the insurance industry itself is very stable, and we
have a good reputation and financial strength which are things that
you are looking for in a company,
so we can give you a solid career,”
said Toscano.
Toscano also discussed the
benefits of employment within the
company, such as intensive training and learning support, paid salary within the first day of training,
opportunity for promotion within
the company and solid health benefits beginning within the first 30
days of starting the position. The
company also offers developmental classes for individuals looking to
pursue higher positions.
Before concluding the event,
Toscano and Haas recognized
NABA Corresponding Secretary
Keisha Dillon as a recipient of a
GEICO scholarship.
“The event turned out to be
great,” said NABA Publicity Director Jonathan Jeanty. “It was a success for the students because they
were able to be exposed to a company that leads in its industry, and
it was a success for NABA because
we made a new contact that will
continue to work with us in the future.”

Cuomo fights against
online sex offenders
BY SABRINA SMITH
SENIOR STAFF WRITER

On Tues. Dec. 1 Attorney General Andrew Cuomo held a press
conference in the Administrative
Building on 22nd Street to address
the concerns regarding sex offenders on popular Internet networking
sites.
According to ABC News, convicted sex offenders have been
kicked off these networking sites as
a part of a new program to “crack
down on predators” on websites
like Facebook and MySpace.
“It is incredible to me that you
can have other networking sites
who could do the same thing that

Facebook and MySpace did- take
the list and run it against your site,
why wouldn’t you do that?” said
Cuomo in the ABC coverage of the
press conference.
In the announcement, the new
Electronic Securing and Targeting
of Online Predators (e-STOP) law
approved by Cuomo, more than
35,000 registered New York state
sex offenders were taken off of sites
after the first database ‘sweep’ went
into effect.
“We created e-STOP to help put
an end to sexual predators using
the Internet as a tool to prey on the
innocent,” stated Cuomo, quoted
from the press release.

WHEC.COM

Attorney Governor Andrew Cuomo spoke at Baruch about Interent predators.
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Baruch
Bottle prices jump Baruch art for sale
fights
against
the swine
CONTINUED FROM FRONT PAGE

CONTINUED FROM FRONT PAGE
BY CYNTHIA VIA
SENIOR STAFF WRITER

On Wednesday, Dec. 2nd, the
Baruch College Student Health
Center offered a vaccination clinic
to administer the H1N1 flu vaccine
and the MMR vaccine to Baruch
students. Both vaccines were offered free of charge and came on a
first come, first serve basis.
“I think it’s serious, but it’s New
York — no one wears masks here,”
said Erang Song, a Baruch student
who visited the clinic to get the
free vaccine in fear that he may get
H1N1 from a close friend who had
the virus.
Although most students came
for the H1N1 vaccine, there were
some who visited for a regular
check-up. One student was surprised by how many people went
to the clinic. “I didn’t know that the
clinic was giving it out for free, I was
wondering why there were so many
people.”
Some Baruch students said they
would not be taking the shot because they felt it was new and wanted to see how effective it would be.
People six months to 24 years of
age are eligible to receive the shot.
In addition, those who are 25
to 65 years old and have an underlying health condition — such
as asthma, diabetes, chronic heart
and lung conditions, kidney failure, or a weakened immune system — can also get the vaccine, as
these ailments may make the flu
more dangerous. Finally, pregnant
women, health workers, and those
who live with or care for children
less than 6 months should also get
the vaccine.
“If you belong to any of these
priority groups, and you don’t have
access to H1N1 vaccine through a
primary health care provider, we
urge you to take advantage of this
opportunity,” said New York City
Health Commissioner Dr. Thomas
Farley in a press release.
The clinic advises those who are
thinking of getting the vaccine to
first consult their physician if they
are exhibiting flu-like symptoms
the day they get the vaccine. These
would include fever, fatigue, sore
throat or muscle aches.
Furthermore, individuals with a
history of severe allergic reactions
to seasonal flu vaccines and those
are who are taking chemotherapy
should consult their health providers.
In the last few months, the NYC
Health Department has been conducting free H1N1 vaccination clinics all over the five boroughs.
The city has also activated the
NYC FluLine to help New Yorkers
decide if they need medical care for
symptoms that may have signs of
influenza.
According to Health and Wellness Program Coordinator Renee
Nilsen, approximately 50 students
received the H1N1 vaccine on the
first day the clinic administer the
shot and the Student Health Center had approximately 100 vaccines
available for students.
“If student demand for the vaccine increases, more may be available depending on the supply
availability of the NYC Department
of Health,” said Nilsen in an email
interview. “The remaining doses
of the vaccine will be available free
to students who fit the CDC priority guidelines by appointment until
the supply is exhausted.”

DENIS GOSTEV I THE TICKER

This notice was put on vending machines to inform students of price increases.
BY SABRINA SMITH
SENIOR STAFF WRITER

Flyers found recently on vending machines throughout campus
report a new law proposed by the
New York State Department of Environmental Conservation regarding the costs of bottled beverages.
Based on the legislation, the cost
of bottled waters and sodas rose
from $1.30 to $1.35 after a court order was issued this past October.
According to the New York State
Bottle Bill Returnable Container
Act, all water products sold in New
York State must be labeled with a
deposit of at least 5 cents.
The law applies to beverage containers such as plastic bottle, can or
jar, weighing less than a gallon or
3.78 liters, and intended for use or
consumption in New York.
The Bottle Bill Resource Guide

states that the deposit-refund system was established by the beverage industry “as a means of guaranteeing the return of glass bottles
to be washed, refilled and resold,”
and the law requires the refundable
deposit “to ensure a high rate of recycling or reuse.”
The DEC reported that over the
last 26 years the act has achieved
“significant impacts to create a
cleaner and healthier New York”
with 90 billion containers recycled
at no cost to local governments.
“Well as small as the increase
may seem, incremental changes
everywhere add up to a significant
amount,” said public affairs major
and senior Glenn Apolinar. “I know
I use leftover change all of the time
and maybe one of these days I’ll be
short.”

Instead, Petersen explained the
senate was voting on whether there
should be a discussion between the
two organizations regarding these
types of decisions.
“I feel just the opposite,” Petersen said. “For the senate to be
ignored this way sets a dangerous precedent. This is a vote [on]
whether we have a request for discussion be honored.”
The senate sided with Altman
though, with Petersen receiving
just three votes.
“I was blown away that I didn’t
receive the support,” Petersen said
after the meeting. “I think people
didn’t want to be seen as going
against the president.”
Allowing the Baruch College
Fund to continue with its plan and
not consult the faculty senate is
sending the wrong message, ac-

cording to Petersen.
“If people know stuff given to the
college could be sold off at any time,
it may convince people not to,” said
the Baruch professor, who has been
teaching at the college for 33 years.
“The value is disregarded.”
The discussion Petersen was
looking for would have been an opportunity to explore whether the
artwork could be lent to other museums in exchange for other pieces,
or some other option that didn’t include liquidation.
But the Vietnam combat veteran
isn’t giving up this fight anytime
soon.
“I’m probably going to do it
again in my bull-headed way,”
said Petersen. “I believe in taking a
principled stand, even if you don’t
win.”

WWW.BARUCH.CUNY.EDU

WWW.BARUCH.CUNY.EDU

Max Ernst, Mother and Daughter, 1959

Man Ray, Untitled, 1943

Baruch’s mission to change
BY MICHAEL WURSTHORN
SENIOR STAFF WRITER

Baruch is looking toward doing
some image remodeling as the Faculty Senate approved a new mission statement on Thursday.
The statement, which was introduced by Faculty Senate Chair

Terry Martell, will replace the one
currently used and was worked on
by various members of the senate.
The older statement focused
on the general realities of Baruch,
pointing out that it will put emphasis on both graduate and undergraduate studies.
The new statement explores the

purpose and intent of the college,
saying that it “remains dedicated to
being a catalyst for the social, cultural, and financial mobility of a diverse student body, reflective of its
historical mission.”
It goes on to summarize the
goals of each of Baruch’s schools
and puts its comment in writing. All

students will be afforded a rigorous
education in bachelor, masters and
doctorate programs.
“The idea of career advancement, the idea of changing is in
part, what we do,” said Martell,
describing the new mission statement.

HAPPY HOLIDAYS
AND ENJOY YOUR
BREAK FROM THE
TICKER STAFF
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Opinions
Trust Yourself

POLITICAL CARTOON

HINA JEHAN

Should I run or should I stay? When animals sense danger,
they instinctively run or attack to protect themselves. Animals,
unlike humans, do not “over think” or “under think” their decisions. There is no such thing as “logic” in their dictionary. They
just do what they think is right the moment.
We all know that in today’s fast-paced world, it’s all about
survival of the fittest. Our mind is like a huge library with tons
of information stored in it. Sometimes we tend to pick apart a
thought and, in the end, we become even more confused.
According to Einstein, “The intellect has little to do on the
road to discovery; there comes a leap in consciousness, call it
intuition or what you will, the solution comes to you and you
don’t know how or why. The truly valuable thing is the intuition.”
I am sure that when most of us have had a gut feeling about a
person or a situation, our judgment has been on the mark. So,
in this information-clogged, time-starved world, haste might
actually save us waste. Intuition does not have a language; it
speaks to us in the form of feelings, symbols and emotions.
Thus, intuition helps us save time and see things more
clearly. It also helps us avoid regrets. After all, a person can
only solve a given situation with the amount of knowledge
they have at that particular time. However, some situations
are so sticky that no amount of logic is good enough to make
a wise decision. That is where intuition kicks in. All of us have
experienced a situation where they wish they had paid more
attention to their instincts.
The most important question is: what really stops people
from trusting their gut? In our scientific world, our logical
minds do not accept something that is invisible. People think
that the only way to make smart decisions is to be rational and
logical. I have seen that people who trust their instincts are far
more successful.
A lot of people have a disease that I call “indecisiveness.”
The cure is intuition. Many times in our personal matters, other
people pressure us into making decisions based on their life
experiences, but it is worth remembering that decisions based
on other peoples’ experiences will ultimately fall short on our
scale of happiness.
People have to do what feels right for them. Intuition can
help people find an oasis of peace in the midst of chaos.

For Your Entertainment
GLADYS ESQUIJAROSA

On Nov. 22, American Idol runner up Adam Lambert gave
a performance at the American Music Awards that has caused
quite a stir. While performing his debut single “For Your Entertainment,” he simulated oral sex with one of his dancers and
kissed one of his band members.
I did not see the performance live that Sunday night, but
after it was all over the news, I was curious to see what the fuss
was all about. So I went online to check it out. After seeing the
performance, I was confused; I did not see what the big deal
was. I immediately felt that a double standard was being placed
on Lambert. I felt that the reason his performance was being
criticized was because he is an openly gay male performer.
One of the first things that popped into my mind was the
Madonna, Christina Aguilera and Britney Spears performance
at the 2003 MTV Video Music Awards. I do not remember
outrage caused by that performance. The outcry was minimal
at best. What I heard were people saying that it was vintage
Madonna. She has always done that throughout her career,
including simulating sexual acts on stage, and it has been
accepted by the public. I believe that some of society views
two or three women kissing as acceptable and “hot” while, on
the other hand, they view two men kissing as disgusting and
unattractive.
One of the other outcries I’ve been hearing is that parents
are upset because Lambert is from American Idol and their kids
liked him and that he has therefore disappointed them. The
thing is that he is no longer on American Idol and that show
aired on a different time than the AMAs. While American Idol
airs during the 8 to 10 p.m. time slot, Lambert’s performance
on the AMAs did not happen until the 11 to 11:30 p.m. time
slot. What is a child doing up at that time anyway? Don’t they
have school the next morning? It is the parent’s job to monitor
what their kids watch. It’s not like Lambert performed that song
on Nickelodeon at 6 p.m.
Adam Lambert classifies himself as a “shock rocker.” If his
performance had not been shocking, then he would not have
done his job. As Lambert’s debut song title suggests, he is there
“For Your Entertainment” and his performance was defiantly
entertaining.

The opinions expressed above are those of the contributors
and do not necessarily represent those of the Ticker.
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YOUR LETTERS AND COMMENTS
The comments below are responses to Ticker articles that have been taken from the website.

In response to “CUNY vice chan- sticky fingers” article:
cellor dies” article:
My heartfelt condolence goes
out to the family and friends of Ernesto Malave. My remembrance
of Ernesto goes back to when we
where colleagues representing our
respective colleges as delegates
to the University Student Senate. He was
a leader and activist and we will miss
him dearly.

-Joseph Sellman ‘83; Baruch College
Alumni

In response to “Students with
sticky fingers” article:
This article gives the impression that
the AVI restaurant is being wantonly
fleeced by hordes of thieving students
who are taking anything that isn’t bolted
down. But when one visits the restaurant,
one observes an entirely different scene
as students are standing in long lines
patiently waiting to pay. The restaurant
and Baruch College have every right to
be concerned about pilfering and should
take appropriate measures to prevent it,
but let’s not blow this problem out of
proportion.

-A paying customer.

In response to “Students with

editor-in-chief@theticker.org
news@theticker.org
opinions@theticker.org
business@theticker.org
business@theticker.org
science@theticker.org
features@theticker.org
arts@theticker.org
lifestyles@theticker.org
sports@theticker.org

-Hypnotiq

In response to “Mental health
concerns rise” article:
This is a “Facebook-crazy” or “socialnetwork-crazy” generation. Similar to the
“AIM-crazy,” “Instant Messenger-crazy,”
or “telephone-crazy” generation, the
need for communication and constant
logging-on is so great that when these
kids have a problem, they don’t seek
counseling, but instead they post messages or “status updates” on their social-

- Old Boy Network
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The Ticker welcomes correspondence from all readers. When a submission is made, please include your
name, graduation year and organization title, if applicable. Letter submissions should not exceed 250
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Taking the plastic ware is innocent;
I would do it up until I was confronted
about it. I thought it was OK for me to take
it. I gave them their 25cents. I actually
gave more because I understand where
they are coming from.
People may not think that the charges
make a difference but they do. Baruch has
so many students; I wonder how many
take the plastic ware? The forks do not
come out of nowhere. Someone has to
pay for it and the people at AVI have to
keep track of that and the budget. Imagine how much it adds up over time.
Now, anyone that would steal coffee
and food from their own school has a
lot of growing up to do. I don’t get it...
we are at a nice school like Baruch and
people are stealing to save 1 dollar (how
petty) .

networking website. That is the way the
current generation “talks” about their
problems, by expressing it to the world
on a virtual, social network. Addiction
problem?
Substance abuse can lead to addiction, and over dependence on a socialnetworking site like Facebook is a form
of substance abuse. In this case, the
substance is just photos and 1’s and 0’s.
What will happen if one day, for whatever
reason, Facebook or the company ceases
to exist? How reliable it is to depend on
this substance which is provided by some
company who is concerned more about
profit than your own health and privacy?
How reliable is it to have all your personal data floating around the Internet
with millions of nodes of computers are
connect to it?
Social-networking companies, Facebook or not, are just like cigarette companies. To them, your privacy nor your
health are important, however your data
and your willingness to consume is. Just
like cigarette companies whose revenue
depends on demographic and the number of smokers, the existence of socialnetworking companies also depends
on demographic, people’s willingness
to submit their own personal data online,
and the number and amount of data the
company can use to make money.
So thank you for smoking, and thank
you for logging on, but if you have a problem, go get counseling.

OPINION PAGE POLICY
DENIS GOSTEV I PHOTO EDITOR
DMITRY KUCHER I BUSINESS MANAGER
CHAD MC LEAN I ADVERTISING MANAGER
BRITT YU I COPY EDITOR
DOVILAS BUKAUSKAS I COPY EDITOR
REBECCA FORBES I COPY EDITOR
SARAH HACKLEY I COPY EDITOR
AUSTIN KEENAN I COPY EDITOR
JONATHAN GONG I PRODUCTION MANAGER
JAHN GOLDEN I WEBMASTER

photos@theticker.org
dkucher@theticker.org
ads@theticker.org
byu@theticker.org
dbukauskas@theticker.org
rforbes@theticker.org
shackley@theticker.org
akeenan@theticker.org
jgong@theticker.org
jgolden@theticker.org

The opinions expressed on this
page are those of the individual
writers, and do not necessarily
represent those of The Ticker.
The Ticker opinion page
welcomes submissions from
students and faculty. They can be
e-mailed to oped@theticker.org
or delivered to The Ticker office
on the third floor of the Vertical
Campus, Suite 3-290.

Letters must be signed and will
appear as space permits. The
word limit is 400 words. Essays
must be 300 - 600 words. The
editor reserves the right to edit
and condense submissions for
length as well as clarity.
The author’s name is usually
published but may be withheld
for compelling reasons, at the
editor’s discretion.
©2009 The Ticker, Baruch College

ABOUT US
The Ticker is published weekly by the
Ticker editorial staff at:
One Bernard Baruch Way
Suite 3-290
New York, NY 10010
All work except printing is done by
Baruch students. All contributions
and letters are welcome. Our office
is open during regular school hours.
Any display or advertising questions

should be directed to the advertising
manager, at the above address or
ticker_ads@baruch.cuny.edu.
Please direct all other inquires to:
editor@theticker.org or you can
reach us at (646) 312-4710. The
Ticker welcomes comments and
suggestions as well as information
about error.
Volume 96, Issue 9
Established 1932

DECEMBER 7, 2009

THE TICKER OPINION I PAGE 11

COLUMN

Ponder This

Being Friendly
Goes A Long Way

ALEX MIKOULIANITCH

Philosophy is a concept of selfish scrutinizing. Men and women
who indulge in the game of throwing
words like a veil over the unexplainable mystery of the human mind
are philosophers. Their over-educated tongues spew endless rivers of
meaningless phrases and concepts
that I summarize with a single beat
of my heart. Philosophers shape and
examine keys to a lock that they will
never find. They question intrinsic
properties, demanding their minds
to give them answers to their own
selves.
Many times, I ventured through
their jungle of words, and the worst
thing is that there is no excitement.
It is a never-ending jungle, leading
to another cloudy forest surrounded by a mist of contradicting ideas.
They have lost themselves within
the trees that have no branches
and which bear no fruit. Those that
drown within these phrases of cluelessness are seduced by the dry logic
that the mind uses as self-defense
against the unknown.
It’s bad enough that there is
no escape or clearing in these dying fields of “revelation,” but these
philosophers can’t communicate to
the masses. What good do we have
from their selfish ideas of morality?
When will this pointless scrutinizing ever lead to a tangible answer?

They have gathered into a club of
so-called “elite thinkers” who, being
so hypnotized by the sophistication
and attractive sounds of their own
phrases, can’t stop to think that they
have alienated themselves from the
people.
They are confined to themselves,
writing for each other to gain recognition in their “flawless” art of
thinking. A carousel of ideas is not
a door beyond which the answers
lie. It is an eternal circle for those
too scared to recognize the limits
of their feeble minds. My attempts
at understanding the texts I am to
read for philosophy class end up
fruitless, because I cannot force my
mind to walk into a boring mist of
nothingness.
Human beings will never come
upon a definite understanding of
their intrinsic nature by playing with
words. The journey begins with the
self and ends when you no longer
need to search for answers. There
is no point in attempting to understand the basic foundation of humanity.
Morality is what binds the fabric
of society into one carefully woven
quilt of life. Picking apart the quilt
to the very string that formed it is
an impossible task. It is not meant
for us to understand the unknown,
but it is up to us to fix the rips in the

quilt that are steadily getting larger
and to bind the string closer so that
it will never falter.
Our minds are extremely complex and mysterious. There is so
much more to it than theories on
morality. I see no use whatsoever
in examining how utilitarianism
condemns an action based on personal ties and relationships or if it is
irrational to the benefit of humanity
as a whole. Viewing each human
being as a unit of worth is a foolish
gesture of empty logic. These theories examine mundane nature that
we naturally possess. It is a waste to
continue to blunder around solid
concepts of our brain because they
are already set in stone.
Perhaps philosophy can teach
us about our nature. But what good
is it for a wolf to know why he must
hunt. He will continue to hunt, just
as we humans will continue with
either following our morals, denying them or changing them. We will
continue to follow our self-interest
or we will sacrifice it for that of
others. We are human beings and
we have our own unique nature.
Thanks, but no thanks. I’ll decide for
myself whether what I do is moral or
not. In the end, as a matter of fact,
that is ultimately what philosophy
suggests we do.

Have something to say?
Send your letters to
The Ticker.

I have a bone to pick with some
birds. They stomp everyone else out
Baruch students. If you have read
of the way. Is that really necessary?
my other articles, then you know
People are struggling to find their
that I have been trying to help
niche and you are shoving their lack
people who are on a journey to find
of it in their faces. I get that you want
some friends. I would like to believe
to spend time with your friends, but
that there are some
flocks of people are
students who have
intimidating. When
the professor tells
taken my advice and
that it has worked out
you to work in groups,
for them. As for the
why not split up your
others, keep trying.
group of friends and
There is, however, a
integrate yourselves
into the class? Why
third group of people,
and they are students
not spread the wealth?
who have their solid
Why not reach out to
group of friends but
someone? Help a
are making it harder
lonely student find a
DANIELLA BONDAR
for the less fortunate
flock.
to find the same
Imagine: class is
thing.
over and club hours
COLUMNIST
If
someone
has begun. You have
approaches you, even if you have
been talking to someone in your
class for the last 10 minutes and
no interest in forming any type of
relationship with that person, be
walk out with them. You see your
friendly! You might not realize this,
group of friends and walk off to
but your coldness may be turning
have lunch with them leaving the
people away from approaching
person you had been talking to
anyone ever again. I am sure that
behind. Why not invite them? Say
you would rather not turn your
“Hey want to grab some lunch?”
school into a freezer, devoid of any
How hard is that? It is a lot easier
warmth. If you do, well then tough!
for shyer people to make friends if
Most sane people want to spend
those who are more outgoing and
their time in a warm environment.
have an established posse help ease
If someone asks you a question
the process.
about last night’s assignment, or
I am very happy that there are
compliments your shoes, be nice!
students in school that have lots of
Answer the question, or accept the
friends; after all, it is what I try to
compliment warmly. The way you
help people achieve. However, just
react may affect a person greatly,
because you were lucky to find a
so beware of your actions.
group that you fit into, this does not
Why is it that people feel the
mean that you should stop trying to
need to walk in packs? You have six
make new friends and help others
friends. I get it. Does that mean that
out. Meeting new people and
you need to walk around with them
making new friends is never a bad
thing. So, try to help out the lonely
all of the time? There are groups of
people that I see together literally
ones. Please, dissolve your packs,
all the time. They walk in a line like
ditch the cold attitude and sprinkle
a flock; I have even seen people
some of that friend-making talent
walking in a “V” formation, like
on the rest of Baruch.

HELP
WANTED

Advertising
Assistant

Duties:
• assist the advertising manager with
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Business

Technical library paves its way

JOSHUA KU I THE TICKER

Panelists shared insights on the economy’s recovery and its sustainability.
JOSHUA KU I THE TICKER

Top figures (left to right) Provost James McCarthy, David Krell, President Stan Altman, Prof. Bruce Kamich and Dean John Elliott.
BY LUIS SUED
BUSINESS EDITOR

On Thursday, Nov. 17, the Market Technicians Association Educational Foundation and the Market
Technicians Association hosted a
reception and panel discussion at
Baruch College in celebration of
the opening of the Market Technicians Association / MTA Educational Foundation (MTA/MTAEF)
library.
The Market Technicians Association, a top organization for
analysts worldwide, was founded
in 1973 and currently has 3,300
members in 70 countries, according to its website. The association
administers the examination for
the Chartered Market Technician
(CMT) license, a prestigious designation on Wall Street.
There are 3,000 CMTs worldwide. In 1993, the MTA founded the
MTAEF, which has since held a collection of technical analysis works,
authored by prominent professionals.
MTAEF’s mission, according to
Professor Bruce Kamich, president
of MTAEF and a technical analyst
at Citigroup, is to “bring technical
analysis to the college campus.”
Members of the MTA and
MTAEF, attendees and officials at
the event toured the MTA/MTAEF
library at Baruch before the panel
discussion started. During the
tour, Arthur Downing, chief information officer of the William and
Anita Newman Library of Baruch
College, said that the MTA/MTAEF
Library currently holds “the most
comprehensive collection of technical analysis in the country.”
Professor Kamich began the
panel discussion by detailing how
the Newman Library and MTAEF
agreed to keep the collection here
and provided a brief history of the
relationship of technicians and Baruch College.
“We started with Bernard Baruch himself, who was well-known
for his stock market savvy,” Kamich
stated.
After the events of 9/11, Baruch
College professor Avner Wolf, David Krell (Baruch ’71) and others
worked on an agreement to keep
the MTA collection in the school.
“Since [the] early 70s, technicians and traders have been involved here at Baruch and have
been associated with the school,”
said Kamich. “It made logical sense
to locate the library here.”
The moderator of the panel was
Vinny Catalano, president and
founder of Blue Marble Research.
Five financial services professionals discussed topics ranging from
the current economic condition in
the United States and the capital
constraints of U.S. consumers to
the relevancy of traditional eco-

nomic indicators. Catalano called
the panel “the titans club of technical analysis” given the magnitude
of the panelists’ ranks and expertise in their respective fields.
Robert Barbera, Ph.D., an executive vice president and chief
economist at Investment Technology Group, was the first panelist.
Barbera has published numerous
works and has been quoted by The
Wall Street Journal and The New
York Times. The second panelist
was John Mendelson, senior vice
president and a market analyst at
Potomach Research Group. Mendelson has visited many top business schools around the country
addressing topics in his field of expertise.
Jason Trennert, the third panelist, is a managing partner and chief
investment strategist at Strategas
Research Partners. Trennert publishes research analysis regularly
and is a highly regarded market
strategist by SmartMoney. The
fourth panelist, Louise Yamada, is
a managing director at LYA, which
she founded in 2005. The fifth panelist, Dr. Edward Yardeni, is the
president of Yardeni Research, Inc.
Yardeni has worked for Deutsche
Bank, the Federal Reserve Bank
and was a professor at Columbia
Business School.
All panelists provided their perspectives on the current economic
condition and answered questions
from the audience members in a
lively fashion, cracking jokes whenever possible.
Three of the panelists tackled
Catalano’s first question of whether
the U.S. economy has the ability
to reach the point of sustainability after the government’s stimulus
funding and the rebuilding of business inventory.
“The problem for the economy
is the government with all these
policy changes that are being proposed. It is hard for anybody who
is in business to get too enthusiastic about hiring people. That’s why
we’ve seen a lot of small businesses
actually firing people,” Yardeni
said.
For Yardeni, betting against
the consumer is the wrong step to
take. “When we’re happy we spend
money, when we’re depressed we
spend even more,” said Yardeni, in
a joking tone.
Yardeni stated that although
we want a stable recovery, we do
not have a way to do it. “I think as
disposable income increases we
just won’t be able to leverage up
the way we used to,” Yardeni said.
“Recoveries are always sustainable;
we are all aspirational, we all want
to do better for ourselves and our
families.”
Barbera argued that there are
constrained consumers who are in-

debted and have to deleverage and
there are also those who are not
squeezed. “I don’t think the consumer [will] play the central role
as they have for the world over the
previous 50 years,” Barbera said.
Therefore, according to Barbera, we would have neither a lost
decade nor a double-dip recovery,
but a self-sustained recovery that is
not driven by the consumer.
When answering the question
on sustainability, Trennert said that
economic slumps are not over until
people are bullish and confident.
According to Trennert, people are
currently bullish and scared.
“What normally drives a cyclical recovery in the U.S. is pentad
demand for housing and autos
and durable goods,” Trennert said.
“Whatever demand we’re getting is
being essentially subsidized by the
government.” He believes this will
affect the economy in the long run.
“The government cannot continue to dissave by a trillion and a half
to two trillion dollars and not have
a meaningful impact on the rest of
the economy,” said Trennert.
Trennert is not concerned about
the sustainability of the recovery.
He is concerned with the cost the
government’s measurements will
have.
“You have a situation where I
think the U.S. government (Treasury) is essentially adopting the
Bear Stearns method of funding itself. It’s got enormous long-term liabilities and it continues to fund itself short. And if you look at China’s
purchases of U.S. Treasuries, 20
percent of them are now due within one year . . . Two giants holding
each other up.”
Another question Catalano
asked was if the current liquidity in
the stock market is a bubble issue
or if it is being funded from the $3.5
trillion sitting on the sidelines in
money market funds. Yamada, who
holds the CMT license, said that we
have always had money sitting on
the sidelines.
“We’ve had enormous amount
of money on the sidelines throughout the entire bull market from
1982 – 2000,” Yamada said, “…it is a
question of psychology more than
money sitting on the sidelines.”
Catalano also asked where investor sentiment was at the moment, as measured by the put-call
ratio. Mendelson said that one of
the things he does is “try to watch
what people do.”
Mendelson observed that as the
stock market has been improving,
the mood has been getting more
bearish. “The level of the ratio increased since March, and it also did
so in November.”
A low put-call ratio indicates
that sentiment in the stock market
is bullish, as investors buy more
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Chief Information Officer Arthur Downing gave attendees a tour of the library.
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MIT professor Andrew Lo, Ph.D., accepts the Mike Epstein Award.
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Vinny Catalano called the panel “the titans club of technical analysis.”
calls, expecting the value of the
underlying asset to increase. After
the big rallies following the March
lows, he did not expect a high ratio,
but it still took place.
“This is one of the most bearish
periods and we’re still there,” Mendelson said.
The event culminated with the
presentation of the first Mike Epstein Award to Andrew Lo, Ph.D.,
director of laboratory for Financial
Engineering and professor of finance at MIT Sloan School of Management. The MTAEF granted the

award to Lo to honor his long-term
sponsorship of technical analysis
in academia and in practice. The
foundation will bestow the honor
to other dedicated technical analysts in the future.
In spring 2010, the MTAEF will
sponsor research papers for students interested in topics on technical analysis. The papers will be
evaluated in the fall of 2010. The library, located on the fourth floor of
the Newman Library, is now open
to Baruch students, faculty, and the
members of MTA and MTAEF.
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Economic recovery in sight
BY LUIS SUED
BUSINESS EDITOR

In the United States, the third
quarter real gross domestic product (GDP) increased by 2.8 percent
after consecutively declining for
6 quarters since Dec. 2007. That
month was the start of the U.S.’ current economic recession, according
to the National Bureau of Economic Research. In an effort to explore
the outcome of the recession and
its possible end, The Ticker interviewed a distinguished finance and
economics professor.
Anthony Karydakis, an adjunct
professor at the Stern Graduate
School of Business at New York University, shared his thoughts on the
current economic condition in the
U.S. and explained his point of view
on the financial markets. Karydakis,
who holds a Ph.D. from the University of Paris – Sorbonne, started his
career in academia, worked as an
economist in the financial markets
and returned to academia after an
extensive professional experience.
Karydakis said that, “For most of
my professional life I have worked
in the financial markets.”
When asked to share his
thoughts on the economy’s recovery, Karydakis said, “I think we are
already seeing credible evidence
that we are emerging from the recession and that it is relatively safe
to say that when the National Bureau of Economic Research, which
is the official arbitrage of recessions
in this country, goes back to date
the end of the recession, they will
probably point to the third quarter
of this year as having signaled the
end of the recession.”
The professor expects a moderate pace of growth in GDP, in the
range of 2.5 – 3 percent. However,

he added that this rate of growth,
although respectable, is relatively
low when compared to past economic cycles in which the economy
bottomed out at a faster pace.
According to the professor,
the main factor causing the slow
recuperation of the economy is,
“the banking situation and the reluctance and the ability rather, of
banks to lend at a normal pace.”
The professor, who worked as
the chief U.S. economist of JP Morgan Asset Management, looks at
various factors besides the GDP to
determine if the country is exiting
the current recession.
“We had nearly 3 percent growth
annualized; that is a pretty significant sign that you are no longer
contracting to put it in very basic,
and simple terms,” Karydakis said.
“But more importantly and perhaps more substantial in terms, we
are seeing some key measures in
manufacturing activity, showing
pretty respectable growth, pretty
robust growth actually in the sector itself. Now that is not necessarily the same as saying that the
same is happening to the rest of the
economy but it is a key sector of the
economy showing a come back. We
are also seeing a significant decline
in the pace of layoffs recently.”
The professor argues that, even
though the unemployment rate is
reaching new highs, labor markets
have started to improve. He said
that there are significantly smaller
monthly job losses.
Another measure the professor
pays close attention to is consumer
expenditures.
“And you are also seeing evidence that consumer spending is
picking up a little bit,” Karydakis
said. “Some of it is artificially in-
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Professor Karydakis believes that the third quarter result in GDP might be considered the end of the recession.
duced because of some special programs that have been put in place,
with cars in particular, but another
part of it is legitimate because it
represents some pent up demand
that is gradually starting to get fulfilled and that’s what you need.”
Given that consumption represents 70 percent of GDP, consumption’s increase will be sufficient to
assist in the recovery of the economy. The Bureau of Labor Statistics
in the U.S. conducts the Consumer
Expenditure Survey, which gathers
information on spending habits of
consumers.
A concern cited by economists
and finance professionals when
discussing the recuperation of the
economy is the inflation/deflation

debacle. Karydakis believes the
Federal Reserve Bank in the U.S.
has done a satisfactory job in controlling inflation.
Karydakis expects inflation to
stabilize during the year 2010. “…
for the next year it may still continue to reflect past weakness in the
economy until it stabilizes around
1 - 1.5 percent and then we will
have to start worrying about the
opposite problem [deflation] as the
economy recovers.”
With economic indicators improving, confidence seems to have
been restored to the financial markets. However, the professor argues,
“I think this is still a shaky environment, we are still susceptible to the
risk that we will wake up one morn-

ing and see headlines that may remind us of the worst anxiety that
the system has experienced.”
In trying to cope with the slow
pace of the restoration of the economy to its normal level, students and
unemployed people might struggle
finding jobs. The professor advises
students to remain flexible enough
to start their careers at the jobs that
might be available to them.
“I think it’s absolutely paramount in the minds of students
that come out into the job market
to be flexible in terms of the first
job they would be willing to take,”
Karydakis said. “Things are tighter
now, and it will require some flexibility, some ‘zig zagging,’ in terms
of career plans.”

Financial services in perspective
BY LUIS SUED

the next hot instrument that
the industry will invent. Maybe,
a few years from now, the new
sexy instruments that the industry will be promoting will return
to those esoteric and highly complicated constructs, which will
require quantitative skills. I think
it’s an industry, to some extent,
in transition, and it’s very hard
to say what the precise needs of
the emerging industry will be in
the future.

BUSINESS EDITOR

Professor Anthony Karydakis
chatted with The Ticker about a
range of topics concerning the
current economic environment
and provided his insights and
observations on the banking industry. He talks about the restoration of investors’ confidence in
the stock market and discusses
the changes the financial services industry has undergone after
the collapse of top investment
bank Lehman Brothers.
With the collapse of the investment banking industry as
we knew it, do you think access to capital will remain constrained for many years or do
you think banks will resume
lending any time soon?
I think it will take quite some
time for the banking system to
find itself in a position where it
can resume its normal lending
practices. Although the banking
system has remained, to some
extent, out of nasty headlines in
recent months, it is still vulnerable and the toxic assets are still
there. The process of removing
the toxic assets is still neccessary, and it has been very slow
and somewhat frustrating thus
far. Banks are barely capitalized
adequately. At least, they are
not capitalized to a point where
they feel comfortable adding risk
weight on their balance sheets
by making loans to consumers
and businesses. They are not in
a position to add risk-weighted
assets to their balance sheets
and I think that they will not
find themselves in a position to
start doing that for the next year
or two. It’s going to be a very
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Professor Karydakis shared his insights on the economy with The Ticker during an exclusive interview.
slow return to soundness for the
banking system. It’s not going to
happen very quickly and there
are lingering problems that still
need to be addressed. However,
we have the luxury of addressing
them in a somewhat less − torn
environment compared to a year
ago, when the name of the game
was to salvage the system at any
cost. The system has been saved
for now, but it hasn’t returned to
health.
How has the financial landscape changed post-Lehman?
Well other than the obvious
thing that some firms are no longer in business, a considerable
number of major financial institutions are still limping. A lot
depends on what happens with
the bank regulatory changes, the

overhaul of the regulatory environment that is least being considered right now by congress
and what version of it will actually come to pass. The more restrictive the new regulatory overhaul turns out to be, the more
different the financial landscape
of banking will look three years
from now, compared to what
it used to look like. I think that
a lot will depend on how hard
congress and bank regulators
will come down on the financial industry with the purpose
of cleaning it up. I’m not terribly
optimistic that they will be very
strict. I think people have short
memories and once we patch
things up for a while there will
be some leniency on the part of
regulators, things will gradually
start to go back to normal and we

will be working our way towards
the next crisis.
What skills should students
develop that will be demanded
in the future in the financial
services industry?
It’s a very hard question to
answer. In the last 10 or 15 years,
the name of the game was quantitative skills. The “quants” were
much in demand. All of those
now-famous exotic, toxic derivatives instruments required very
advanced quantitative skills on
the part of the people who were
designing and selling them. I
think that the luster has rubbed
off for obvious reasons and there
will be a little less need by the
employers to focus on quantitatively-oriented people. But then
again, maybe we haven’t seen

What advice would you offer to students looking to break
into the financial services industry?
First of all, I think it’s absolutely paramount in the minds
of students that come out into
the job market to be flexible in
terms of the first job they would
be willing to take. A few years
ago, when the industry was flying high, I think that people with
finance degrees were holding
several cards and had multiple
options. Things are tighter now,
and it will require some flexibility, some ‘zig zagging,’ in terms
of career plans. If someone has
the determination and full commitment to get into the financial
industry, it doesn’t really matter how appealing the job may
be. It may not be as appealing
as it may have been 2 or 3 years
ago, because then there would
have been more jobs to choose
from and you had the luxury to
choose exactly what you wanted
and what was consistent with
your career plans. Right now, as
a totally practical matter, one has
to get whatever is available. You
can build your career starting
from a first job that may be less
than perfect.
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Hilfiger talks business at Baruch
BY LUIS SUED
BUSINESS EDITOR

Baruch College’s Zicklin Graduate Leadership Speaker Series hosted one of the most famous designers in the world. Tommy Hilfiger,
founder and principal designer of
Tommy Hilfiger Group, spoke to
students about his upbringing and
his success in business on Wednesday, Dec. 2.
The event began with a video
showcasing Hilfiger’s latest designs
and many celebrities commended
his accomplishments and creations.
Hilfiger entered the stage with
a charismatic walk and said that
40-years-ago at the age of 18, he
opened his first store in his hometown in Elmira, New York.
His initial lifestyle resembles
that of many Baruch students.
“I started working when I was
nine-years-old. I started mowing
lawns and doing whatever odd jobs
I could in the neighborhood,” said
Hilfiger. “In Elmira, it is really cold
in the winter … and I used to stand
out in the cold pumping gas from
6 p.m. until midnight every night,
seven days a week, while saving my
money [and] dreaming about what
I would do with it when I compiled
enough to start a business.”
Hilfiger then went on to start his
own clothing business. He bought
records to get inspiration from the
album covers for his designs.
“I used to sit with my friends …
looking at the pictures of the band
and the musicians on the record
albums wanting to look like those

guys because they were very cool
looking,” Hilfiger said.
He started buying “cool” clothes
in New York City and selling it in his
hometown. After awhile, his number of stores grew to 10 in upstate
New York college campuses.
Although he enrolled in college
himself, Hilfiger lasted only about
a month.
“I was sitting there in class
thinking that I am learning more
from my business than I am sitting
in class trying to learn what they’re
teaching us about business.”
Much of Hilfiger’s success
comes from his dedication to market research and his tendency to
follow the consumer closely. After
seeing that the “cool” people were
wearing faded, beat-up jeans, he
invented the stonewashed jeans
and started a trend.
In 1975, Hilfiger was forced to
file for Chapter 11 bankruptcy,
given that his business was highly
levered. The company overbought
inventory, forcing him to gradually
sell all of his stores.
“I didn’t finish school and I
didn’t learn economics and I didn’t
learn enough business management so therefore I was behind the
equal,” said Hilfiger. “I think that
having a college education is … very
important … this was the learning
experience of my life.”
Since he did not learn the basics
of supply and demand and business management, Hilfiger lost
focus and was not able to turn his
business around.
Luckily, he was able to start his
own line again after designing for a

number of firms.
His business partner defined
his clothesline as “classics with a
twist,” and said he could make him
famous overnight with an interesting advertisement.
“It said, the four great American
designers for men are R – L [Ralph
Lauren], P – E [Perris Ellis, C – K
[Calvin Klein] and T – H [Tommy
Hilfiger],” said Hilfiger.
Today, his business is growing
in Latin America, Asia and Eastern
Europe.
After successfully expanding
worldwide and becoming an icon
in the world of fashion, Hilfiger
now focuses on giving back. He has
adopted a village in Uganda and his
company is often the first to donate
clothes when natural disasters hit
the United States.
When asked what would he like
his legacy to be, Hilfiger said jokingly, “… I’m 58 now, I know that’s
old to you. Giorgio Armani is 75 …
Ralph Lauren is in his 70s, so I have
a few more years.”
He added, “I would like the
legacy to be as it’s been built today:
incredible quality, great all-American-based classics – accessible,
affordable, aspirational for everyone.”
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Tommy Hilfiger talks to students about his upbringing and his business.
GOODLOGO.COM

Fashion for pros

 The strengthening
of the banking sector will have positive
effects on the Baruch student body

BY ALICE FONG
BUSINESS EDITOR

Women are constantly faced
with the dilemma of what to wear
in a professional setting. It’s a balance between staying conservative
and standing out in the crowd. On
Nov. 19, the Financial Women’s Association invited Raleigh Mayer,
principal of Raleigh Mayer Consulting, to present a program on executive image management. Women in
the audience learned to polish their
appearance and develop a more
powerful presence for the professional world.
While men are bigger and
bolder, women “need to have that
gravitas, that weight, that heft, that
substance,” to make themselves
marketable and memorable, said
Mayer. She spoke about the elements of impression — including,
but not limited to appearance, body
language, carriage, energy, tone of
voice, and vocabulary — that affect
how women are perceived and remembered.
Appearance, including hairstyle,
wardrobe, and posture, is critical to
professional success. 55 percent of
the impressions made are visual.
Deliberate style choices attribute
to personal branding. “Make yourself stand out,” said Mayer, “or you
are indistinguishable from the next
person in line.”
Body language is also important
in communicating presence. Women who slouch communicate a
lack of self-confidence. Mayer suggested embracing their body types,
by maintaining presence through
good posture. Professionals should
eliminate unattractive behaviors,
such as playing with pens and hair
and earring twisting. Good hygiene
is also imperative. “We can sense

Students benefit
from recovery

BY GALINA AYNBUND
CONTRIBUTING WRITER
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Raleigh Mayer gives tips to the women of the FWA on professional etiquette.
when things aren’t fresh,” said
Mayer, “And that’s a very important
thing to consider” when appearing
for an interview.”
Women are often judged with a
narrower window of reception than
men, said Mayer. Women need to
be aware of a wide spectrum of behaviors available. “So we’re powerful when we need to be,” she said,
“and softer and more considerate
…when the occasion warrants.”
“Powerful, positive, precise language” should be used in professional settings. Mayer suggested
using “hello” instead of “hi,” to
avoid squeaking, and enunciating
your first and last name, and paus-

ing in between.
Mayer also demonstrated proper
handshakes, which should be done
while looking into the person’s
eyes, and introducing yourself with
your full name. In the workplace,
women should extend their hands
for men to shake. Handshakes are
an important part of professional
relationships because “it’s the only
time you touch other people professionally,” said Mayer.
Women in the audience analyzed wardrobe selections through
various photos of White House Office staff. The event ended with a
networking session between the
finance professionals.

In the U.S. economy, banking is
a sector that seems on its way to recovery. Most of the big banks have
reported optimistic profits in the
past three quarters.
The financial sector is posting
the best year-over-year profit performance of any industry.
According to finance and economics professor Edward Malca,
these positive results were influenced by three main factors: (1) the
large funds provided by the government to ensure the survival of the
banks, (2) extremely low interest
rates (0 - ¼ percent), and (3) fewer competition for the remaining
banks as many of the other major
players have not survived the economic downturn.
“In one year, some of these
banks came back to where they
were pre-recession, even better in
some respects because of less competition at their level,” said Malca.
Despite indications of economic
growth, millions of Americans have
yet to feel a real impact from the recovery through job creations.
With unemployment at a 26year high rate of around 10 percent,
the recovery undoubtedly faces obstacles.
Economists predict the jobless
rate will likely go as high as 10.5
percent around the middle of next
year before declining gradually as

employers build confidence in hiring more workers.
The economic recovery and further strengthening of the banking
sector will affect Baruch students
positively.
According to May Reilly, manager of the Financial Leadership
Program and career counselor at
the Starr Career Development Center, Baruch remains hopeful that
the economic recovery will not be a
jobless one for Baruch students.
Reilly attributes the positive
third quarter results “to increased
customer flows - especially in the
fixed income markets - while maintaining historically high bid-offer
spreads, thereby expanding margins, as well as asset price increases
which aided inventory.”
This “increased customer flow
means that business is coming
back. We are optimistic these positive results will continue and drive
industry demand for new talent,”
says Reilly.
The National Association for
Business Economics expects that
growth will slow from the current
3.5 percent to a 2.4 percent pace in
the fourth quarter.
It expects a 2.5 percent growth
rate in the first three months of next
year, although some economists
believe the pace will be closer to
one percent.
Even with the economy climbing
back into positive territory in the
third quarter, it is up to the National Bureau of Economic Research,
a panel of academic economists
in charge of dating the beginnings
and ends of recessions, to officially
declare the recession over.
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Buz club profile Invest wisely
BY BARBARAH GELIN
CONTRIBUTING WRITER

Approved in spring 2008, the
Wall Street Club (WSC) is an
emerging business-oriented club
at Baruch. The club provides students who are eager to learn about
the financial services industry with
resources, including access to the
club’s financial library. It also connects members with professionals
through various professional skills
workshops and presentations.
“Our club is the platform for us
to learn about finance in a unique
way that our classes or jobs do not
provide, thus enhancing our professional development and with that
building up the image of Baruch
College on Wall Street,” according
to thewallstreetclub.org.
WSC started as an idea formulated by current president Matthew
Chowdhary. Eager to create a club,
Chowdhary and four other members began holding regular meetings at the Newman Library in fall
2007.
“I am an accounting student but
I love finance and no club in this
school was providing the skills that
I needed to know about the finance
industry ... so I asked a couple of
my friends to join me,” said Chowdhary.
Club member and sophomore
Mashud Abukari described his
exposure to WSC’s events. “I had
two phone interviews and will be
moving on to the third round with
JP Morgan Investment Bank. The
interviewer asked a lot of tricky finance questions and I wouldn’t
have known any of the answers if
I didn’t go to the Wall Street Club
because I never took any finance
classes before,” he said.
WSC holds weekly meetings
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Finance professor Edward Malca discussed investments with The Ticker.
BY EUGENE GOYFMAN AND LUIS SUED
CONTRIBUTING WRITER AND BUSINESS EDITOR
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Baruch’s WSC officers, along with president Matthew Chawdhary (sitting, center).
every Friday to discuss financial
terms and concepts, and provide a
weekly overview of the industry focus, company analysis and virtual
trading competitions.
WSC also offers the Investment
Banking Training program. Taught
by multiple senior instructors and
experts, this two-day training program exposes students to hands-on
financial modeling. Saturday excel workshops, also sponsored by
WSC, are held for two hours once
every two to four weeks.
The Wall Street Club has faced
challenges when engaging in activities to enhance students’ development in finance. After facing a
shortage of funds, WSC remained
active on campus, leveraging the
shortcomings with the students’
willingness to maintain the club

functioning. Chowdhary said, “Our
biggest challenge was regarding
the IB [Investment Bank] training,
it was a huge amount of money and
we didn’t have enough to compensate the students.” The club attained
funding from the Undergraduate
Student Government to balance
out the fees and expenses for the
attendees, which include members
as well as non-members.
To become a guest member of
WSC or attend an upcoming event,
visit thewallstreetclub.com for details. To become an active member,
a student needs to attend at least 11
out of 14 meetings for the semester and participate in self-building
presentations. Members also reap
the benefit of discounts on investment banking trainings and Excel
workshops.

Realtors at Job$mart Hour
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Dolly Lenz of Prudential and Steven Lambert spoke with Baruch students.

On Tuesday, Dec. 1, The Executives on Campus at Baruch College
hosted its weekly Job$mart Career Hour, were two top real estate
professionals addressed students’
questions about careers in real estate.
Dolly Lenz, vice president at
Prudential Douglas Elliman and
Steven Lambert, senior vice president - leasing at Cohen Brothers
Realty Corporation spoke at the
event “Real Estate Careers in a
Challenging Market.”

Given the recent rally in several asset classes, including the 62
percent rally in the S&P 500 stock
index from the March 9 low and
the volatility that has followed in
the stock market whenever an
economic indicator’s result is
announced, an understanding of
the dynamics taking place in the
stock market can assist investors
and Baruch students interested
in determining where to invest.
On Oct. 29, the Dow Jones
Industrial Average (DJIA) index
rallied over 2 percent following
the announcement of 3.5 percent
increase in the GDP. This was
followed by a 2 percent decline
the following day, caused by the
lower than expected consumer
spending report. These wild fluctuations in the stock market have
garnered the attention of professional and non-professional investors alike.
Index funds tracking varied
securities such as Russell 1000
value and the FTSE NAREIT U.S.
Equity Real Estate index have
been on an upward trend since
March. The Russell 1000 tracks
the largest publicly traded companies in the U.S. The FTSE NAREIT U.S. Equity is the Financial
Times Stock Exchange National
Association of Real Estate Investment Trusts. This particular
index (FTSE) tracks the performance of public companies deriving their income from Real
Estate Investment Trusts.
“Stocks went down so much
in a 12-month period, due to the
severe [problems] in the financial markets, that many people
thought the market was oversold.” said Edward Malca, an
economics and finance professor at Baruch College.
An oversold market is one
whose value has “fallen too far
and/or is underpriced,” according to Investorwords.com, an
online source of financial concepts.
Since investors found the

prices in the markets, as measured by the indices, to be underpriced, demand surged and
the prices increased to their current levels.
Even though investors are enjoying the upward trend in the
value of their assets, there is a
factor that worries investors.
“In the last 12 months the
Federal Reserve has increased
its [spending] and investors are
worried that inflation can take
place soon,” said Malca.
During periods of inflation,
raw materials tend to increase
in price. Thus, investments in
raw material commodities, such
as copper, cotton and rubber,
will likely rise as the inflation increases.
“Commodities are inflation
hedges,’’ Malca stated. The aforementioned commodities “... tend
to perform well early in expansionary cycles,” according to an
article on Forbes.com.
Baruch students need to be
able to differentiate between a
quick trade and investing. Those
who are willing to take higher
risk in expectation of a higher
return in the short run could be
affected adversely if their bets go
wrong. This might be too risky
for a typical Baruch student. Instead, it is better to pursue longterm investments, for around
5-15 years, according to Malca.
“From a student’s point of
view, the best thing to do is to
put their money into a Roth IRA
and invest in a index fund of
some sort, and leave it there for
20 years,” said Malca. The reason
for this choice is because in the
‘‘long term, in periods of about 5
- 20 years, stocks generally reflect
the growth of the economy. They
provide a return usually higher
than banks, and bonds, over the
long term.”
The market turmoil has
shown how easily wealth can be
lost or created, so one should exercise caution when attempting
to invest.
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Features
World AIDS Day honored at Baruch
BY LISA FRASER
FEATURES EDITOR

In a small classroom on the 12th
floor of the VC Building, more than
60 students attended a small panel
event on Dec. 1, hosted by the Keep
a Child Alive (KCA) chapter at Baruch in recognition of World AIDS
Day.
The attendees, some of them
members of the organization and
others showing up as part of an
extra credit assignment for Sociology professor Angela Jones, quickly
filled up room 12-170, forcing some
to stand outside the door as Jones
gave a speech on the stigma of AIDS
created by religion and other social
institutions like the education system and the media.
Mentioning the controversial
pastor, Gerry Falwell, Jones provided a basis for the stigma and marginalization of those infected with
the disease.
“I am not blaming religion for
all social stigma. I’m just trying to
get at one specific social instititution that has created stigma in a lot
of people’s minds…some people
would argue that social stigma has
ultimately developed in religious
institutions and by various religious
leaders like Jerry Falwell,” she said.
“However there are other social
institutions outside of religion that
also play a huge role in creating
stigma,” said Jones. “Think about
educational institutions, the media.”
Jones urged the audience to not
only recognize how certain institutions help create a stigma about
AIDS but to think about what they
could do to help change those institutions.
“How much education did all of
you receive about HIV?” she asked,
to which many responded that they
just learned the basics in one class
in high school.
“It’s a step in the right direction,”
she said. “But surely I would think
that if we want to address stigma
in a meaningful way that it’s going
to requrie more than one day of a
person’s entire life as far as school
is concerned.”
On the 21th anniversary of the
World AIDS Day the theme was

DENIS GOSTEV | THE TICKER

Sociology professor Angela Jones discusses the stigma of AIDS.
not just raising more awareness
but also lifting the negativity that
surrounds those infected with HIV
and AIDS and marginalizes them
from society.
According to unaids.org, “the
day is also a call to countries to remove laws that discriminate against
people living with HIV, women and
marginalized groups.”
According to worldaidsday.org,
33.4 million people are living with
AIDS worldwide. In 2008 alone, 2.7
million new cases of HIV were reported.
After Jones concluded her
speech, the president of KCA’s Baruch chapter, Joy Ekanem, gave a
quiz to the class of attendees to test
their basic knowledge on AIDS. All
of the questions were answered
correctly by the group.
For the KCA chapter at Baruch,
this is their second event recognizing the day that first began on December 1, 1988.
Last fall, the chapter held an
awareness event in the multipur-

pose room, which helped to raise
funds.
This year they’ve expanded
their mission.
“Last year we were all
about fundraising but
this year we went all out
to give students more information about AIDS and
encourage them to take a stand
to fight AIDS,” said Ekanem in an
email message.
This year the chapter is encouraging people to take a stand to fight
AIDS.
“In the process we encourage
[people] to also donate and take
part in volunteering for organizations like ours,” she said.
The stigma, according to Ekanem is the number one tool of
spreading AIDS.
“If people are afraid to talk about
their AIDS status because of fear,
shame, discrimination and other
issues then they will not tell and
if they don’t tell no one will know,
which means AIDS is spreading

and more people are not getting
tested because of the issue of stigma,” said Ekanem.
Monica Wat, an English and
biology major at Brooklyn College
also spoke at the event and contributed her personal experience with
stigma.
She attested that her parents
never talked to her about sex or
AIDS or HIV even though they had
knowledge of it. Why, she asked.
Because they didn’t think she
needed that information.
“A lot of people face cultural
stigma and maybe your parents
never talked about it. That’s why I
do what I do. I want to make sure
that I solidify what you should know
about HIV/AIDS and anything that
you don’t know I want to share that
with you,” said Wat.
She is a peer leader with the
Asian Pacific Island Coaliition on
HIV/AIDS (APICHA) an organization that was formed in
1989 and offers free HIV
testing on Canal Street.
Wat told students
that as of 2007, each
year in the U.S, 20,000
young people are newly
infected with HIV and
adolescents experience
nearly 4 million of the 15
million cases of sexually transmitted infections estimated to
occur annualy in
the U.S.
For the attendees, the panel proved
valuable.
Vincent Cruz, a sophomore majoring in business management
attended as extra credit for Professor Jones but ended up finding out
more information than expected.
“It was interesting,” he said.
“What surprised me was the
amount of people infected in the
U.S who don’t know that they are
infected, 20 percent.”
Others attended to find inspiration.
“I came because I wanted to
learn more about the aids awareness,” said David St. Jean, a marketing communications major. “The
more you know the more you can
create change.”

Valuable statistics worth taking note of
Recent findings on AIDS and HIV
•

Every 9.5 minutes someone is infected with HIV.

•

More than 1 million people
living in the us are infected
with HIV

•

Of those infected 20%
of them don’t know that
they’re infected.

•

Young people only account
for 40% of all new adult infections worldwide

•

•

•

Recent findings on STDs and young people
•

1.2 million cases of chlamydia were reported in
2008, up from 1.1 million
in 2007.

•

Adolescent girls 15 to 19
years had the most chlamydia and gonorrhea
cases of any age group at
409,531.

•

Blacks, who represent 12
percent of the U.S. population, accounted for about
ILLAWARRAQINFO.COM
71 percent of reported
gonorrhea cases and almost half of all chlamydia and syphilis
cases in 2008.

•

Black women 15 to 19 had the highest rates of chlamydia and
gonorrhea.

•

13,500 syphilis cases were reported in 2008, an almost 18 percent increase from 2007

•

Syphilis rates among women increased 36 percent from 2007
to 2008.

SCIENCEMUSEUM.ORG

The least densely infected
population is East Asia, with less than 0.1% of its adult population carrying HIV.
Less than 40% of young people have basic information about
HIV and less than 40% of people living with HIV are aware of
their status.
For every two people who start HIV treatment, five become infected.

Student website
aims to solve
registration woes
BY JHANEEL LOCKHART
EDITOR-IN-CHIEF

For many students, registering
is a stressful experience. First there
is the watching and waiting while
students with early registration
privileges, like honors students and
athletes, take all the good classes.
Add to that the competition
from other students also fighting
for popular classes, and people become desperate sharks snapping at
whatever they can catch.
But there may be a solution.
ClassXchange.com, a website created by Baruch graduate Alexander
Vovk, gives students the opportunity to swap their classes with each
other through online posts in order
“to create their own ideal schedule.”
“[The idea] just came to me. I
had classes I was not satisfied with
and I wished I could trade them
with someone,” said Vovk in a
phone interview.
“I looked to see if there were
other platforms like that and there
wasn’t, so I took the initiative to do
it.”
Students who register to the
site can create posts listing either
a class they no longer want or one
that they would like to take.
The posts are visible to users
who can then contact the original
poster if they are interested.
Though ClassXchange is currently available to all CUNY students, most of its users are Baruch
students, according to Vovk.
By his estimate, the system
would run optimally if there were
at least 500 posts.
On Wednesday night, there
were only about 20 posts on the
website.
“Considering that there are
about 15,000 students in Baruch
and considering the amount of
classes that they offer, I think 500 is
a good number.”
Vovk said he has been promoting the website on campus by posting fliers on campus and by emailing students.
He is also adding coupons from
local businesses as an extra incentive to get students to sign up.
Currently, registered users can
print out a coupon for a $5 chicken
burrito at Latin Thing, located near
school.
But many students say they have
yet to hear about the site.
“I deal with so many students,
it’s funny that I haven’t heard about
it,” said Christina Muniz, who works
as a library assistant at Baruch. But
she acknowledges that ClassXchange could be helpful.
“It’s beneficial to have that option,” said Muniz, who is also a student.
Addhyan Vora, a lower sophomore, said he has received several
e-mails about the website, but he is
still skeptical about such a service.
“It’s a bad idea because kids can
sign up for the class and they end
up getting rid of it by trading,” he
said, while eating lunch with other
friends who were also familiar with
the site.
“It might start off as a trade but
then people might start selling it
and making money off of it.”
Vovk acknowledges the possibility of spin-offs that charge students,
but he intends to keep his website
free for now.
“We’re not focused on having
people sell their classes in a secondary market,” he said.
“We’re just doing this for a good
cause and for people to get a good
schedule.”
-Additional reporting by Sabrina
Smith.
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Men are quicker to say “I love you”

PUBLIC-DOMAIN-IMAGE.COM

A survey has shown that men take less time than women to say they are in love.
BY LAUREN LENTINE
CONTRIBUTING WRITER

Those three words you might constantly
say to your family, friends and pets were re-

cently found to be declared quicker by men
in relationships.
According to a new dating survey conducted for the U.K.’s Stella Magazine by You-

Gov, a U.K.-based research firm, men are
more likely to blurt out the words “I love you”
quicker. These results contradict conventional wisdom, which suggests that men are usually emotionally detached in relationships.
The Examiner reported that Oliver James,
a clinical psychologist and the author of the
study, said the reason men are so quick to say
“I love you” is because women mature sooner than men and develop into more hardnosed, realistic people who are in touch with
their emotions.
Contrary to the popular belief that women
are more sensitive than men, James also said
that men are more prone to fall in love with
someone and have emotions of being “swept
away” more frequently than women.
“Girls fall pretty quickly but are afraid of
rejection, which is why they “wait forever” for
the guy to go first,” said Baruch senior Faudia
Baijnauth.
But she disagrees with James’ results and
thinks that guys will in fact wait for the girl to
say the three words first.
“Almost instantly the guy will reply back
with ‘I love you too’ because they then feel
secure,” said Baijnauth.
She said that in both of her long-term relationships, the guy was the first to say the “L”
word.
Some students feel that if a man says “I
love you” first, he likely has some ulterior
motive.
Psychology and journalism major Patrick
Westrick thinks that if a guy says it first, he
probably doesn’t mean it.
He admits to having used the phrase without sincerity in order to avoid hurting someone, but feels that it’s just odd for a guy to a
woman he loves her first.
“That stuff usually gets talked about openly and if that gets back to [the guy’s] friends,
then that could ensue eternal ribbing,” he
said.
Aileen Ching disagrees.
“If they say it with genuine feelings and
expect nothing in return, not even an ‘I

love you’ back, then they mean it,” she said.
“Thankfully, none of [my ex-boyfriends] tried
to get into my pants right after.”
According to the Telegraph, when women
say “I love you,” it carries greater weight for
them than men.
In this case, The Examiner quotes James
as saying, “when a man says ‘I love you’ it
might be his way of dealing with a lot of complex, difficult emotions that he doesn’t really
understand, whereas when a woman says
it, it might carry a greater weight. The classic cliché is that men use love to get sex and
women use sex to get love.”
Edward Yu a junior majoring in marketing
communication can see how this could be.
“We have a different perspective of what
love is,” he said. “Guys have been throwing ‘I
love you’ around because we don’t feel that
association. We don’t understand the power
of the phrase.”
The dating survey also reports that men
take an average of seven months to tell a new
partner they love them and women take almost eight.
Relationship counselor Jenni Trent
Hughes told the Telegraph that men are just
as emotional as women and sometimes even
more so. This could be a reason why men
might fall faster than women.
Senior Marc Toneatto feels that it could be
a case where the guy has found that “quality”
woman, who, in his opinion, is part of a dying
breed.
“In the event that a guy can find a woman
that really knows how to treat her man, and
isn’t self-centered, conceited or spoiled, it
makes him fall for her even faster,” he said.
This suggestion that men may not always
mean “I love you” when they say it is something Toneatto agrees with.
“I think the ‘I love you’ at our age is most
likely an attempt at ‘enhancing’ the relationship” he said. “Generally speaking, men are
romantics simply to reap the benefits of romance.”
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Arts

New Moon continues the saga
BY CATHERINE URENA
CONTRIBUTING WRITER

New Moon, the highly-anticipated new installment of the Twilight
Saga, was released on Friday, Nov.
20th. It is the second film in the Twilight Series, adapted from the popular books by Stephanie Meyer. Following the success of Twilight, New
Moon made an astonishing $72.7
million in ticket sales on its first
day in theaters, topping the $67.2
million opening-day record of The
Dark Knight.
In the film, the whirlwind romance of the main characters, Edward and Bella, is put on standby
when Edward leaves Forks, Washington, after deciding that he
doesn’t want Bella to be involved in
his vampire lifestyle.
To get over her depression over
Edward’s absence, she begins
spending all of her time with Jacob,
a close friend, who soon discovers
his latent werewolf gene. Bella begins to put herself in perilous situations to get Edward to come back to
her, culminating in one stunt that
leads Edward to believe Bella has
died, sending the film on an eventful journey to Italy.
This film is definitely much
more action-filled than the first
movie. Aside from the underlying,
imbalanced love triangle that begins to develop between Edward,
Bella and Jacob, this film includes
big fights, adventures and nightmares.
The werewolf and vampire bat-

tles, along with Bella’s cliff-jumping
escapades and motorcycle adventures, provide more than enough
suspense. Meanwhile, Bella’s painful nightmares of Edward add a
more human element to the story.
Some humorous moments keep
the relatively heavy film from being a downer, while the special effects don’t stray too far from the
first film: slow motion dramatic sequences, fast motion vampire running and quick camera movements
during the action scenes.
If you’re planning to see New
Moon simply for all of the hype
surrounding it, it’s an entertaining
film that
is
easily
enjoyable.
H o w e v e r,
it would be
best to see
Twilight beforehand because there
are
many
references to
the first installment of
the story.
New Moon,
more so than
Twilight, is a
film that has
something
for everyone
— forbidden
love, action and drama — keeping
both “Twi-fans” and typical moviegoers engaged in this world where
humans, vampires and werewolves
collide.

HAYNATO.COM

Kristin Stewart’s Bella and Taylor Lautner’s Jacob get close in the newest installment of the Twilight Saga, New Moon.

Unexpected humor in The Understudy
BY SABRINA KHAN
CONTRIBUTING WRITER

Theresa Rebeck’s hilarious new
comedy The Understudy, starring
Mark Paul Gosselaar, Justin Kirk
and Julie White, bursts with talent
and energy that hooks the audience
as soon as the lights dim. The show
encompasses a single day during
a “put in” rehearsal of a fictional
Franz Kafka play.
The play offers a backstage view
of theatre hierarchy, revealing the
politics hidden behind the curtains
as the role of the understudy is
comically discussed.
Harry (played by Kirk, of Showtime’s “Weeds”), the bitter and essentially unemployed actor, is understudy to an overpaid yet underestimated Hollywood icon named
Jake (played by Gosselaar, of TNT’s
“Raising the Bar”). Both are, in fact,
understudies to an even more famous Hollywood and Broadway
star, Bruce, whom the audience
never meets.
Roxanne (played by White, of
the blockbuster film Transformers)
is their neurotic stage manager,
who happens to have a romantic
history with Harry, making it a difficult and emotional task for her to
run through the out-of-order lines
and scenes.
The Understudy offers a backstage view of theatre hierarchy, revealing the politics hidden behind
the curtains as it comically discusses the role of the understudy.
From the very beginning, Harry
constantly undermines Jake’s ability in the role since his the latter’s
last project was in a blockbuster
with little substance and many special effects.
He confesses early on that he
tried out for that part in the film,
but, like as in his many other auditions, he is told that he doesn’t

quite fit the bill, and only got this
the understudy job only as a favor
— to the director’s wife’s hairdresser. What Harry doesn’t realize is
how much Jake values thisthe part.
His Jake’s passion for it and extensive knowledge of Kafka servess as
a contrast to how little Harry knows
about the role himself.
Harry only seems to connect to
his role on a superficial level. In the
process of this “put -in” rehearsal,
however, the two share their respective views, enhancing the understudy role completely. Bruce,
though unseen, is not forgotten,
and constantly hangs over their
heads. His actions ultimately determine the future of the play.
Roxanne bitingly emphasizes
this unfortunate truth when she
argues with Harry about his need
to accept his menial position in
the situation and scathingly insults Harry’s relative unimportance
when she scathingly says, “Bruce
is like King Lear, Jake is Henry V
and you’re spear thrower number
7.” Roxanne also poses some interesting questions about the lack of
women in this play within a play,
and how much better a woman
would be at performing certain
roles.
All of the issues in the play are
presented in a manner that clearly
demonstrates Kafka’s pessimistic
view of the universe, which he saw
as a grand lie. While the three are
producing this semi-fictional work
and are going through its various
scenes in a dysfunctional manner,
anyone familiar with Kafka will recognize clear depictions of passages
from The Trial and The Castle and
a number of allusions to The Metamorphosis.
It seems like Harry and Jake both
portray a combination of the complex protagonists in Kafka’s texts, all
of whom are essentially written as

A Marvelous display off-Broadway
BY SABRINA KHAN
CONTRIBUTING WRITER

ROUNDABOUTTHEATRE.ORG

alienated individuals oppressed by
the structure of their bureaucratic
societies. This aspect of The Understudy gives it a slightly serious tone,
but overall it is truly a raucous show
that evokes both great emotion and
hearty laughter.
The Understudy is a sharp and
intellectual comedy suited for anyone interested in the literary and
performing arts. Although understanding the Kafka-esque motifs
and expressions certainly makes
the show more profound, being
unable to follow them doesn’t take
away from enjoying the show and
its humor.
The performers are insanely
funny and the sets are no less awesome, which is interesting because
they are constructed for the fictional play within a play that the
audience never really sees. Anyone
looking for a smart and provocative
satire about the theatre world and
a show refreshingly different from
the glam and glitter of most shows
on Broadway needs to see The Understudy immediately.
The Understudy is playing at the
Laura Pels Theatre on Broadway
until mid-January.

The Marvelous Wonderettes is an
interactive off-Broadway musical
that tells the story of four teenagers
as they entertain Springfield High
School’s class of ‘58 during their senior prom. Described by the show’s
producers as “a cotton-candy colored, non-stop pop musical,” it is
truly a vibrant performance with
oldies reminiscent of the feel classic shows like Happy Days.
As soon as the audience enters
the theater, they experience a blast
from the past. Ushers dressed in
vintage sports jerseys guide people
to their seats, which would make
anyone feel like a guest at a typical
high school dance.
The entire show is set in a high
school gym, as the theater’s stage
adorned with banners displaying
the school colors, printed championship dates and streamers lining
the locker-room doorways.
There are also bowls of punch
on refreshment tables stationed at
both ends. When it’s time for the
show to begin, the loudspeaker
sounds for the audience to turn off
all cell phones, lest anyone have to
face detention.
Right away, Betty Jean, Cindy
Lou, Missy and Suzy introduce
themselves as “The Marvelous
Wonderettes” and begin to sing to
their senior classmates. They assume pretty poses and bat their
lashes in unison each time they say
their group name and explain to
the audience, or rather, their classmates, that the original band could
not perform as planned, so their favorite teacher, Mr. Lee, asked for a
favor and they happily obliged.
Mr. Lee happens to be whomever they decide to pick out of the audience during the performance. On
one night, they chose a very good-

BROADWAYWORLD.COM

natured old man who sincerely
enjoyed the attention and played
along with the gals. The French
teacher Mrs. McPhearson, who is
also a crowd member, is charged
with announcing the prom queen
after everyone hands in the ballots
found inside their playbills.
When the girls sing ‘50s and ‘60s
favorites, adding their individual
flair as they do so, they dedicate
love songs to their sweethearts. But
each time a Wonderette gets her
spotlight, something silly and wild
happens that amuses everyone.
There is constant laughter throughout the night and the feeling of nostalgia lingers on as the Wonderettes
sing renditions of songs like “Lollipop,” “Mr. Sandman,” “It’s My Party” and “You Don’t Own Me.” Best
of all, everyone in the audience gets
to play their part when the girls collect the ballots for the prom queen.
The Marvelous Wonderettes is a
fun musical about love, life, hopes
and dreams. It sends no profound
message and presents no serious conflict, but leaves you with
a pleasant feeling. It’s not for everyone, but it’s recommended as
a feel-good show for friends and
family to see together.
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Mayer makes musical blunder Lambert laughs off critics
BY BRITNY KUTUCHIEF
CONTRIBUTING WRITER

John Mayer is famous for more than his
outstanding ability to strum a guitar or his onpoint capacity to say precisely what he means
in just the right way.
He’s a regular comedian in interviews,
wears bear costumes to approach tailgating
fans and bares all in Borat-style swimsuits
during photo shoots. Most recently, he could
be found sneaking into blonde celebrities’
hotel rooms or on the pages of glossy gossip
magazines. At times, Mayer’s music is a perfect testament to his slightly offbeat personality, but Battle Studies, Mayer’s fourth studio
album, is about as funny as a cut cable.
The first single of the album, “Who Says,” is
already being played out by mega-radio stations worldwide. It seems, at first
listen, to be a folk-pop profession
of Mayer’s love for marijuana.
However, in recent interviews,
Mayer has proclaimed that the
opening line “Who says I can’t get
stoned?” is really just a metaphor
for freedom. The rest of the song
elucidates this as Mayer sings:
“Who says I can’t get stoned/Plan
a trip to Japan alone/Doesn’t matter if I even go/Who says I can’t
get stoned?” This song, which may
feature the only bit of humor in
Battle Studies, is packed with somber melodrama and isn’t lightened
in the slightest by its catchy folk chorus. While
it’s well written and an enjoyable listen, it isn’t
on par with Mayer’s typical boundary-breaking chord progressions or lyrical excellence.
This album is generally more country than
most of Mayer’s other work, which will please
a greater variety of music lovers and allow him
a pardon, since the majority of it lacks musical
weight or deep, insightful lyrics. Battle Studies
features the track “Half of My Heart,” which is
a pop-country duet with Taylor Swift.
Swift’s brief and understated appearance
on the track may be the only redeeming quality of the song. This tune is a bit more upbeat
than the rest of the album, as they sing in
unison, “Half of my heart’s got a grip on the
situation/Half my heart takes time.” The song
is in line with the rest of the album’s theme
of heartbreak, deception and longing, which

many gossip hounds have said was sparked
by Mayer and actress Jennifer Aniston’s
breakup.
“Heartbreak Warfare” is another track
that delivers more gloomy undertones, but
it the most noteworthy track on the album.
Mayer bellows: “Clouds of sulfur in the air/
bombs are fallin’ everywhere/It’s heartbreak
warfare.” The metaphorical lyrics are more in
keeping with what Mayer fans have grown to
expect from his introspective and thoughtful songs. While the melodrama flows deep
in “Heartbreak Warfare,” it comes with some
ambient keys and a heavy use of auto tune.
No one said John Mayer was a superstar because of his resounding ability to sing, but he
didn’t give his consumers enough credit by
slapping this tune together and painting over
the nicks and flaws with a bit of studio time.
Mayer’s musical talent
isn’t showcased much
here, but it clearly isn’t
supposed to appeal to
technical music lovers.
For Mayer’s true music fans, the kind who
can tell the difference
between
ripped-off
chord progressions and
Mayer’s foregoing guitar quality, he includes
a cover of Robert Johnson’s “Crossroads.” The
ADPULP.COM bluesy guitar and vocals
give the album just a bit
of grittiness to keep the music aficionado interested. The tune is the only song on Battle
Studies with any sliver of genuine heart, fun
and effort behind it.
Battle Studies’ mediocrity indicates that
Mayer’s whole heart and soul weren’t into
making this record, whose success was
guaranteed by his popular Continuum and
Heavier Things albums. While those albums
were also critiqued, they at least felt like John
Mayer had put some soul into them.
For Mayer fans, though, the album is just
another set added to Mayer’s in-progress
repertoire, which has already featured a rollercoaster of genres, themes, successes and
failures. The true Mayer fan won’t lose hope
after Battle Studies, as Mayer has clearly been
preoccupied with high-profile celebrities and
scandals.
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BY IVETTE OBANDOALVAREZ
SENIOR STAFF WRITER

On Nov. 23rd, American Idol runner-up
Adam Lambert released his highly-anticipated album, For Your Entertainment. A natural
showman who had enough talent to make it
to the final round of America’s favorite singing competition, Lambert does not disappoint his fans with this catchy collection.
The songs on this CD never seem to get
old and feature inspiring, relatable lyrics. At
first glance, the title single, “For Your Entertainment,” is a typical dance track, perfect for
a party. However, the lyrics, including: “It’s
alright/ You’ll be fine/ Baby, I’m in control/
Take the pain/ Take the pleasure/ I’m the
master of both,” come off as sexually powerful and speak volumes about Lambert’s persona as an artist.
Another standout track is “Whataya Want
From Me,” written by pop artist Pink. With a
catchy beat and carefree vibe, it’s a song that
motivates listeners to keep going and not let
anything get them down. “Music Again,” the
first track on the album, reminds Lambert’s
fans why they first fell in love with him. Lambert showcases his trademark high falsetto
and embraces a vibe similar to that of music

legend Freddie Mercury.
“Strut” and “Fever” are also great
tracks, both of which are written by famous
songwriters. The first is written by Kara Dioguardi, an American Idol judge, and the second by pop entertainer Lady Gaga, who is
currently taking over music charts with her
own catchy and creative pop hits.
“Fever” may end up being one of Lambert’s biggest tracks, simply because Lady
Gaga’s trademark pop edge can be detected
throughout the entire song. The CD also includes a bonus song that was featured in the
film 2012 called “Time for Miracles.”
Lambert has succeeded in creating an
album that oversteps the boundaries which
many past American Idol contestants have
been constrained by. With his raunchy popdance tunes, Lambert clearly doesn’t care
what anyone thinks.
Lambert’s controversial American Music
Awards performance of “For Your Entertainment” makes this album worth a listen, if
only to understand what all the fuss is about.
Despite his contentious choices, which are
clearly for our entertainment, Lambert is undoubtedly a talented individual with a large
fan base. With this album, those ranks will
probably continue to grow.
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Science
Carbon goals pushed back
BY HSI CHAN
SCIENCE EDITOR

Prime Minister Lars Løkke Rasmussen of Denmark, the host of
this month’s U.N. Climate Change
Conference, proposed to push back
the deadline for agreement on a
new climate change treaty at the
Asia Pacific Economic Cooperation
summit in Singapore.
Rasmussen hopes that the world
leaders will agree to make a political declaration on cuts of emission
of greenhouse gases at the U.N. Climate Change conference.
“If we focus on what we can
agree [on], a strong, comprehensive and global agreement is within reach,” Rasmussen said in his
speech. “Given the time factor and
the situation of individual countries, we must in the coming weeks
focus on what is possible and not
let ourselves be distracted by what
is not possible.”
Currently, the United States,
China, India and the European
Union are still mired in disputes
over the breadth and cost of carbon
emissions cuts. According to the
United Nations, developed nations
must cut emissions to levels 25 to
40 percent below that of 1990 to
avoid global warming.
The EU has taken the most steps
toward limiting carbon dioxide
emissions. The United States and
China, the world’s two largest producers of carbon emissions, did not
sign the Kyoto Protocol into law.
Critics, like German EU lawmaker
Jo Leinen, have expressed their
disappointment with the United
States and China’s failure to curb
emissions.
“U.S. and China disappoint the
world,” said Leinen. “The biggest
polluters turn out to become the

Verizon
Droid is
a big hit
BY HSI CHAN
SCIENCE EDITOR
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Denmark’s Prime Minister Rasmussen will head this month’s United Nation’s Climate Change conference in Copenhagen.
biggest failures for climate protection.”
Currently, the White House administration’s emission target for
Copenhagen is a 17 percent reduction in 2010 from 2005 emission
levels.
“In light of the President’s goal
to reduce emissions 83% by 2050,
the expected pathway set forth in
this pending legislation would entail a 30% reduction below 2005
levels in 2025 and a 42% reduction
below 2005 in 2030,” said a Nov. 25

White House press release.
“This provisional target is in
line with current legislation in both
chambers of Congress and demonstrates a significant contribution to
a problem that the U.S. has neglected for too long.”
However, climate change legislation still has numerous critics in
the United States. Some U.S. lawmakers argue that binding climate
change protocols will greatly hamper the recovery of the U.S. economy.

Sales of Verizon’s newest smartphone, the Motorola Droid, is set to
reach 1 million units by the end of
the year, according to equity analyst Mark Sue of RBC Capital Markets. Since the Droid’s introduction in late October, approximately
700,000-800,000 units have been
sold.
The Motorola Droid runs the
Google Android operating system
and touts features like a 3.7-inch
touchscreen, GPS navigation,
web browsing, multitasking and
5-megapixel camera. Like other
Android phones on the market,
including the T-Mobile G1 and
the Sprint Hero, the Droid is part
of Google’s push into the mobile
market.
Currently, the Motorola Droid
is the most powerful and fastest
Android phone, boasting a processor with similar specifications to
the iPhone 3GS. It is also the first
Android phone to support multitouch commands.

“When I am president, any
governor who’s willing to promote
clean energy will have a partner
in the White House. Any company
that’s willing to invest in clean
energy will have an ally in Washington,” said then president-elect
Obama at a taped greeting in last
year’s Bi-Partisan Governors Climate Summit.
“And any nation that’s willing to
join the cause of combating climate
change will have an ally in the United States of America.”

Smashing particles at the LHC
BY ALEXEY KUSHERNOV
SENIOR STAFF WRITER

On Nov. 23rd, the $4.6 billion,
27 km-long Large Hadron Collider
(LHC), situated on the border between France and Switzerland, resumed operations after a malfunction crippled it last year. The LHC
accelerated beams of protons at
energies measuring 1.18 teraelectronvolts (TeV), beating the previous energy record of .98 TeV held
by the U.S. Fermi National Accelerator Laboratory’s Tevatron Collider
in 2001. This has officially made the
LHC the world’s fastest particle accelerator.
However, this was only a calibration exercise as scientists try to
determine if the LHC is working
correctly. The collider can actually reach energies of up to 7 TeV,
the equivalent of detonating 347
pounds of TNT.
Scientists need to reach these energy levels in order to come as close
as possible to the speed of light.
When particles reach 99.99999 percent of the speed of light, a collision
is generated that scientists theorize
re-creates the microseconds following the Big Bang. This gives them
the ability to observe the foundation and elementary components
of sub-atomic particles and gather
evidence for cutting-edge modern
physics theories.
The main mission of the LHC
is to determine if the Higgs boson,
also dubbed “the God particle,”
really exists. In 1964, three physicists — Peter Higgs, Robert Brout
and Francois Englert —theorized
that the God particle existed in all
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The new Motorola Droid has
already sold over 800,000.

ASTRONOMY.COM

The Large Hadron Collider (LHC) particle accelerator can reaching energies equivalent to the detonation of 347 pounds of TNT
visible matter. If the existence of
the Higgs boson is proven by LHC
experiments, it will validate modern physics and possibly provide
a foundation for the derivation of
a “grand unified theory,” the holy
grail of theoretical physics.
This successful test also dispels
the notions of many doomsdaysayers about the safety of the device. Although many critics of the
LHC contend that it could create an

enormous explosion, the collider
has numerous safety protocols
and an extremely qualified team
of scientists that ensure its safe operation. Other critics talk about the
formation of miniature black holes,
but LHC scientists have countered
that similar collisions, numbering
in the millions, take place every
day between hadrons in the Earth’s
upper atmosphere as cosmic rays
bombard the planet. Furthermore,

the odds of an actual black hole
forming was calculated by scientists and estimated to be at the extremely small odds of 50 billion to
one.
The LHC team will continue
to smash proton beams together
for the rest of the year to correctly
calibrate the collider. The team is
also expected to release official and
proper physics results in the first
quarter of next year.

According to Sue, Verizon has
spent approximately $100 million
on advertisements for the phone.
Verizon’s first Droid advertisement,
the iDon’t campaign, jabbed at the
Apple iPhone’s inability to multitask and its closed App store. Other
ads range from the abstract such as
the Stealth commercial to the more
mundane such as the Google Maps
Navigation commercial.
RBC surveyed over 100 Verizon
stores and found that ones in large
cities were consistently selling between 100-200 units a week. While
sales of the Droid are nowhere close
to sales for the iPhone, this marks a
turnaround for Motorola.
Since the release of the RAZR
in 2004, sales of Motorola phones
have slipped dramatically. What
was once the larget cellphone manufacturer in the world has seen its
sales figures eclipsed by Nokia and
Samsung.
Last year, Motorola mobile devices CEO Sanjay Jha halted all
development of Windows Mobile
smartphones and focuessed on developmend of Google Android devices. Currently, in addition to the
Droid, Motorola is also selling the
social-networking oriented Cliq
phone with T-Mobile.
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Cutting-edge assistive technology
BY HSI CHAN
SCIENCE EDITOR

For disabled students at Baruch
College, classes can be a challenge.
However, with the cutting-edge
technology and training provided
by Baruch College’s Office of Services for Students with Disabilities,
disabled students have accesses to
tools to succeed in the classroom.
Funded partly by student technology fees, the OSSD provides a
number of services — including
advocacy, counseling and study
aids as well as assistive technology
— to students with physical, learning, hearing and vision disabilities.
Ronald Bissessar, manager of assistive technology, tests and provides
instruction on all the various assistive technologies at Baruch College.
“My responsibilities, in a nutshell, is to provide students with
assistive technology accommodations whether its here in the lab,
the library, the classroom or pretty
much throughout the whole campus,” said Bissessar.
In conjunction with the Baruch College Technology Center,
the OSSD lends assistive technology such as voice recorders, speech
recognition systems and Brailleprinters to students.
The OSSD has even embraced
and modified technology available
to all students. One student attends
class by being linked in via Skype,
the popular video chatting and
VOIP (Voice-Over-Internet Protocol) provider. Not only can the student listen to the lecture, they can
even interact with fellow students
and the teacher.
The OSSD also collaborates with
specialists outside the school. Us-

Baruch’s Office of Services for Students with Disabilities provides assistive technology.
ing a system called Communication Access Realtime Translation
(CART), hearing-impaired students
get access to real-time transcriptions of lectures.
A microphone-connected laptop picks up a professor’s dictations
and sends it instantly to a specialist online who transcribes it for the
student on the screen. One student’s specialist is actually in Nova
Scotia.
Outside the classroom, the
OSSD provides disabled students
with extra services including a lab
and an examination center located

in the VC at 2-271. Louis Tropp, the
assistant director of the OSSD, said,
“The office helps more around 250
to 300 Baruch students.”
The computer lab features a
printer that can print in Braille,
a desktop CCTV device that can
magnify content from books, as
well as computers with voice recognition software. Requiring only
approximately 30 minutes of training, the voice recognition software,
called Dragon NaturallySpeaking,
allows physically disabled students
to navigate the computer and input
writing with solely their voice.

Currently, the OSSD website
lists nine types of assistive technology that is available to students.
Bissesar both trains students to use
these and evaluates the new technology.
Using a Nokia N82 loaded with
OCR (optical character recognition) software, visually-impaired
students can photograph their textbooks and have the cell phone read
back the content. In a quick demonstration, the software was far
from perfect, but conveyed enough
of the information on the page.
While the OSSD already has computer-based OCR software, Bissessar stressed that the cell phone’s
appeal was its portability.
Another gadget under evaluation is the Pulse Smartpen. In conjunction with a special notebook,
students can refer back to an audio recording of the
class lecture
by
simply
“tapping”
SARAH PARK | THE TICKER
the pen on
their written notes.
The pen will
then
play
“ S o m e
back
only
programs are
the part of
much easier
the recordthan others like
ing that is
the [computer
relevant.
screen] mag“The best
nification one
part of it, bebut it also deEDOPTER.COM cause of the
pends on the
services [the
student’s com- The OSSD is evaluating Pulse SmartPen.
students] get
puter skills,”
and the techsaid Bissesar.
“A screen reader, since it’s com- nology that is provided, is that the
pletely keyboard driven, is harder our students go on to graduate,” acto learn and the basics can take 5-6 cording to Tropp.
weeks to learn.”
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Lifestyles
Hit the slopes during winter break
BY SPENCE PACKER
LIFESTYLES EDITOR

Many New Yorkers hate winter. It brings
cold weather and sometimes snow.
This winter, realize that snow has other
uses besides helping you get your money’s
worth out of a new shovel. Strap on a pair of
skis and head north or west for ski country,
where snowflake accumulation is met with
smiles instead of frowns.
Unfortunately, New York City is not a
prime skiing location. In order to find a slope
that is more mountain-like than hill-like, you
will have to probably travel for at least an
hour.
Located three hours away is Belleayre
Mountain. Often, the terrain can be choppy,
but it features many advanced trails off the
top of the mountain, and intermediate trails
can be found halfway up. The ski-lift lines
move quickly and if you think of the rough
conditions as a challenge, it makes for a great
skiing experience. The price of a lift ticket is
inexpensive, coming to $44 per day for college students. Be sure to watch your step in
the base lodge, though, as the floor can be
very slippery.
Another option not far from Belleayre is
Hunter Mountain. You may find that Hunter
has better conditions than its neighbor due
to the massive amount of manmade snow
they make.
“In the average season, Hunter turns about
a half billion gallons of water into snow,” the
website boasts.
However, the mountain is a bit more
crowded. The lift-ticket price is also a bit
steeper at $63 per day.
Windham, between three and four hours
outside of the city, also offers another great
option. The snow conditions are fairly good
and the terrain fairly challenging. You don’t
spend much time waiting in a lift-line, but
the price for a lift ticket is $65.
If you are looking for even better conditions and terrain within driving distance head
farther up north to Vermont. Mount Snow,
five hours away from Manhattan, hosted the
Dew Tour last year. It has a massive terrain
park and slopes of varying difficulty.

PICASAWEB.GOOGLE.COM

Knowing where to ski and what clothing to wear helps the skier get the most out of this great winter sport.
If you have the means, head another hour
north to Stowe Vermont, home of the Vermont’s tallest mountain, Mount Mansfield.
Tall enough to fit three and a half Empire
State buildings, even the savviest New Yorkers will look up and stare.
Now that you know some great skiing options within a few hours of New York, all you
need is a warm jacket, waterproof pants, ski
socks, ski boots and of course, skis. If you are
going on one of your first ski trips, chances
are you do not have any of these. The skis and
boots are the most important parts of skiing
equipment. Fortunately, almost every mountain has a rental shop at the base. You will be
fitted with boots, based on your shoe size,
and skis of a particular length based not on
your height, but on your weight. You will also
be given a pair of poles.
However, before you go up the mountain

aided by planting your pole as you switch
weight from left to right or vice versa. It’s important to always keep your weight over your
skis, although it may feel unnatural and seem
as though you are about to fall. You also must
keep both your knees bent and your shins
pressed against the front of your ski boots.
In addition, your upper body should remain
largely motionless and always facing down
the fall line of the mountain.
Although skiing is a fun winter sport that
can be done with friends and family, it can be
potentially dangerous. The ability to ski properly is a skill that takes many years to acquire.
If it is one of your first times on the mountain,
consider taking a lesson from one of the ski
instructors. Learning how to ski properly will
help keep you, and other skiers, safe.

Make your holiday meals easily

Pocket Protector

Save on gifts this season
The holiday season is one to
celebrate family, love, tradition
and, for some, faith. However, it
is also the season in which we
empty our wallets in search of
gifts for our friends and loved
ones.
This year, with the unemployment rate at 10 percent, this may
be more difficult than ever for
many. Luckily, there are many
excellent alternatives for the alert
consumer to try.
Perhaps one of the most extraordinary
under-the-radar
consumer trends is that of specific-interest blazing-fast consumer
sites like steepandcheap.com or
whiskeymilitia.com.
Websites
like these and their networks
of affiliates have come up with
business models that keep them
solvent with discounts sometimes as big as 70 or 80 percent.
These websites sell small
quantities of brand-name products over short periods. For example, 40 $150 pairs of track
shoes might be found on sale
there for $50, but only for one
hour. After the sale is over, the
website switches to another
product.
They sell one product at a
time, so it’s the consumer’s responsibility to return early and
often. Other sites, like woot.com,
feature a deal a day.
Websites like beatmyprice.

you must have a ski jacket, ski pants, ski socks,
a hat and goggles. Brands such as Spyder,
Obermeyer, Karbon, Marmot and North Face
are stylish and durable attire, but it’s important to remember that you want the warmest
clothing and not just what looks good.
Many companies make goggles, but after
trying out brands from Smith to Scott to Giro,
Oakley’s goggles stand out. They are slow to
fog up and maintain a high level of visibility.
When you ski it is important to see the skiers and riders as well as the man-made and
natural obstacles around you; therefore, having the right goggles is essential.
Now that you know where to ski and how
to look like a skier, all that’s left to do is to actually hit the slopes. In brief, you ski by making a series of turns down the mountain. This
is done by rhythmically shifting your weight
from side to side. The timing of this shift is

com that compare prices for an
item from across the web can
also help to make your holiday
shopping less stressful.
But if such deals still heavily
tax one’s wallet, there are other
options.
As
mentioned in a previous
Pocket
Protector article, thrift stores
may feature excellent deals on
unique gifts.
Getting gifts
DOVILAS BUKAUSKAS
for close loved
BARGAIN BRAWLER
ones gives the
option of saving more money and making the
gift more personalized.
Frantic holiday shopping can
sometimes undermine the value
of thoughtful, creative, personally-made gifts. While a macaroni
picture frame won’t suffice, creative gift-givers still have many
options.
Gift-givers shouldn’t exclude
gifts that they can share in either.
Two tickets to an exciting museum exhibit, show or other New
York cultural event constitute a
gift that the giver can share with
their loved one.
By following these simple
guidelines, you can get the gifts
you need for the people you love
and not break the bank.

BY SPENCE PACKER
LIFESTYLES EDITOR

The holiday season is a festive
time, shared with friends and family. However, these joyous occasions
can be daunting tasks for those who
have to prepare a holiday meal for
many guests.
If you find yourself in this position, follow these simple holiday
preparation rules and make hosting a holiday gathering something
to be thankful for.
Whether it’s sports, a test, or
making a big holiday meal, preparation is key. Even if you are a procrastinator, you don’t go into a final
class exam without having studied
at least the night before.
Take the same approach towards
the biggest holidays of the year.
Prepare re-heatable dishes the
evening before. Soups can be frozen and unfrozen the next day,
which is great for timesaving and
transportation purposes. Potatoes
can be peeled or mashed and stuffing can be made early. By breaking
up the food preparation times you
can ease the overall load, according
to associatedcontent.com. In doing
so, fewer dishes are left that have to
be cooked on the actual holiday.
“When I help make holiday
meals, I usually start preparing
them a week ahead of time,” said
sophomore Samantha Roman.
Just because you are hosting
doesn’t mean you have to go at it
alone. Ask a relative or friend to
make a side dish such as salad or
pasta. You can even ask them to
make or buy desserts.
Finally, don’t be afraid to pur-

HOCKEYCLUB.COM

MYRECIPES.COM

chase pre-made items that are
too difficult or time consuming to
make from scratch. There is nothing
wrong with putting out some preprepared foods. Your guests won’t

think any less of you as a host, and
the energy you save will come in
handy when you are left with a sink
full of dishes.
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Swimming glides past York
BY LILLIAN RIZZO
NEWS EDITOR

Both the men and women’s
swim teams surpassed York College
in their last meet on Monday night
in Baruch’s ARC Aquatic Center.
This was the men’s team first
victory of the season, while the
women won their third in the row.
“The success against York was
a reflection of hours of hard training,” said Jessica Penaherrera of
the women’s team in an email. “As
a captain, I was very pleased to see
my teammates win their events that
as a result gave us the victory.”
Penaherrera had just missed
beating the record of the 200 free individual and 200 free relay according to Coach Charles Lampasso.
“It was a very nice meet, York is
actually a stronger team [now] than
they were in past years,” said coach
Lampasso.
The men’s team was successful in breaking records during the
meet. Gabriel Yanez broke the
freshman mark in the 400 free,
Kenny Kim, who led off the 500 free
relay, set a new school record and
the 200 free relay was broken by
freshman Ryan Flynn.
After this win, coach Lampasso
said he saw the men’s team perk
up.
“We’ve been working really hard

all year so it feels good to see that
it paid off and hopefully there’ll be
more to come,” said Flynn.
The coach says that the next
big challenge for his teams will be
against Lehman College. Lehman’s
men’s team has won the conference
the last four years in a row.
After Lehman, The College of
Staten Island is the next challenge
for the Bearcats.
“We lost to CSI due to diving,”
said coach Lampasso. “We don’t
have a diving board so it’s hard to
recruit.” The coach says due to this
CSI and Lehman gain many points.
Hunter College and CSI are the
toughest opponents for the women’s team, although they beat CSI
on Nov. 10.
“They had diving, but we were
able to outscore them,” said coach
Lampasso.
Aside from diving, a member
of the women’s team faced a challenge of her own at the York meet.
Jia Feng, junior, was walking on
the deck when someone from the
men’s team was warming up and
accidently swung his arm into her
eye. Feng had to swim through the
100 free time trails with some minor pain in her right eye.
“I am proud to say that he broke
the school record, and I did my best
time in the event,” said Feng in an

email.
Feng says her teammate swam
quickly through his race so he could
check on how her eye was doing.
“He didn’t even care that he broke
the record, he wanted to make sure
I was alright.”
Coach Lampasso said the
women’s biggest strength are the

returning team members. He feels
that with the exception of divers,
they “have a pretty well-rounded
group.”
This past weekend the two teams
traveled to the Eastern College Athletic Conference finals.
“We are looking to place as the
top CUNY school,” said Penaher-

rera before the meet.
No matter the outcome, the
teams will stick together to continue excelling this season.
“We worked hard together at
practice and we won together,” said
Feng. “We’ve become one big family and we support each other win
or lose.”
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Hot stove heating up
With the Winter General Managers meetings getting underway on Dec. 7, both the World
Champion Yankees and the notso-world-champion Mets will be
very active in the free agent and
trade markets this off-season.
Here is a preview of what you can
expect.
Mets
The Mets were ravished by
injuries last season. Shortstop
Jose Reyes, third baseman David
Wright, first baseman Carlos Delgado, center fielder Carlos Beltran and countless other players
all missed significant time while
on the disabled list.
Although injuries to the many
key players would ruin the chances of any organization, that is no
excuse when you play in New
York. Fans will demand action
from General Manager Omar Minaya to make some key moves,
especially with the World Series
trophy sitting in the Bronx.
The main concern for the Mets
is the power outage. In their first
season at spacious Citi Field, they
hit only 95 home runs, by far the
least in the National League.
Former Athletics/Cardinals
outfielder Matt Holliday would
meet the needs for this team in a
lot of ways. First, he has power to
all fields; his career .909 slugging
percentage would fit perfectly in
the clean-up spot in the order.
Second, he would provide protec-

tion for David Wright, who, with
nobody dangerous hitting before
or after him in the order, had the
worst season of his career. Lastly,
he plays corner outfield, a spot
that desperately needs an upgrade.
The second
biggest need
for the Amazins is starting
pitching. The
best available
starter
on
the market is
TIM PETROPOULOS
former
AnBEARCAT PROWLER
gels ace John
Lackey, but
with his injury history the Mets
will steer clear, and with number
three-type starters like Joel Pineiro and Jason Marquis as the only
free-agents left, the Mets should
continue their holiday shopping
by pursuing Blue Jays ace Roy
Halladay.
Yankees
Don’t think that just because
the Bronx Bombers won a World
Series they won’t pursue free
agents as heavily as usual.
The number-one concern this
off-season for the Yanks will be
re-signing their own players with
expired contracts.
Johnny Damon played a key
role in the Yankees regular and
post season, batting .282 with 24
homeruns. With a swing made for
the short porch at the new Yankee

stadium and with a fan base that
loves him, Damon needs the Yankees just as much as the Yankees
need him and should be back in
pinstripes next season if agent
Scott Boras doesn’t demand too
much money.
Other notable Yankees free
agents are fan favorite, starting
pitcher Andy Pettitte and outfielder Hideki Matsui. For Pettitte,
he will either call it a career or resign with the bombers, with the
odds of either happening at 50-50
as of now.
World Series MVP Matsui
looks as though his time with the
Yankees is over. With his range in
the outfield all but gone, he is now
strictly a designated hitter, a position that is crowded with the likes
of Jorge Posada and Nick Swisher, who can easily fill that roll. It
looks like “Godzilla” will need to
find other lands to conquer next
season.
An interesting story to watch
with the Yankees is Halladay.
He has already said that he
is willing to waive his no trade
clause to go to the Bronx and if the
Yankees are willing to part with
their young talent, like pitchers
Joba Chamberlain, Phil Hughes,
Ian Kennedy and top prospect
Austin Jackson, then a trade
could be feasible. Adding “Doc”
Halladay to the top of the rotation
with ace CC Sabathia would give
the Yankees the best 1-2 punch in
baseball.
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Clawing through the competition
BY STEFANIE SPARACCIO
ASSISTANT SPORTS EDITOR

The lady Bearcats tipped off the
2009-10 basketball season flawlessly by dominating their opponents in the first three games of
the year. In their season opener
in Plattsburgh, N.Y., the women’s
basketball team reigned victorious
in the Plattsburgh State Cardinal
Classic Tournament after trouncing
the Castleton State Spartans, 77-45,
and defeating the SUNY Plattsburgh Cardinals, 110-81, to secure
the whole contest.
In the opening round of the tournament, Baruch was able to capitalize on the sloppy performance put
on by the Spartans who committed
34 total turnovers, ultimately resulting in 30 Bearcat points. After
securing the win against Castleton
State, Baruch faced off against the
Cardinals, who gave an honest effort in the first half, but could not
stop the offensive outburst poured
on by the Bearcats’ late in the second.
With 38 points and 14 assists
over the course of competition,
Co-Captain Monique Salmon was
named the tournament’s Most
Valuable Player. Everyone on the
team contributed a great deal at
Plattsburgh, including Co-Captain
Kalea Davis, who recored a 10 point
and 10 rebound double-double
against the Cardinals and first-year
transfer student Megan Bouwens,
who scored the highest single game
point total of any Bearcat in the
tournament with 23.
Coach Machli Joseph believes
that each of his players brings a
unique element to the team and
that their success thus far can be
largely attributed to this factor.
“We have a number of strengths
and each player brings something

DENIS GOSTEV I THE TICKER

The woman’s basketball team has started the season off on a tear, winning a tournament upstate and the home opener.
different to the table,” said Joesph.
“This team is like a puzzle and everybody has to bring that piece to
the table in order for us to be successful at what we do.”
After a positive weekend in
Plattsburgh, the Bearcats were able

to maintain their momentum and
defeat struggling Medgar Evers,
77-48, at Baruch’s home opener on
Dec. 1.
Baruch had a 20-game win
streak against CUNYAC opponents
going into the tournament, with

Double trouble
BY STEFANIE SPARACCIO
ASSISTANT SPORTS EDITOR

On the B3 level of Baruch’s Athletic and Recreation Center, you
will find a pair of focused and determined athletes who happen to
know a thing or two about swimming and sharing the spotlight.
Senior Justin Wong and his brother
Jeffrey, a sophomore, are co-captains of Baruch’s men’s swimming
and diving team.
When their parents came up
with the idea to get the brothers involved in swimming, Justin and Jeffrey responded eagerly. Soon after
they dove into their aquatic niche,
the brothers began to realize that
they were no longer attracted to
swimming as a means of recreation
and instead began to grow interested in what the sport could offer on
a competitive level.
When Justin was 13 and Jeffrey

BARUCH SPORTS INFORMATION

Justin Wong

was 11, the brothers took the advice of their coaches and tried out
for the LaGuardia Twisters, part
of the distinguished LaGuardia
Aquatic Club, which was designed
to enhance the swimming abilities of children as young as five.
Justin and Jeffery both considered
this move a step in the right direction. “Our coaches thought that we
could be really good so we started
at LaGuardia,” said Jeffrey. “I knew
I had to start training a lot harder if
I wanted to swim competitively so
I joined the [LaGuardia] Twisters,”
added Justin.
Justin and Jeffrey were immediately appointed to the “A” group,
comprised of swimmers with the
highest potential. Shortly after,
they earned their way onto their
high schools’ swim teams. While
at Stuyvesant High School in Manhattan, Justin was a member of the
reigning Public School Athletic
League championship team. Jeffrey, meanwhile, snatched up a
Rookie of the Year award and Most
Valuable Player honor at Midwood
High School in Brooklyn. Now Justin and Jeffrey are co-captains of
Baruch’s swim team and neither
could think of a better person to
share the honor with.
Amidst all the talk and speculation of sibling rivalries, the one
thing that seems to get lost in translation is the utmost respect that
Justin and Jeffrey have for each other as athletes and as family. Jeffrey
considers his older brother to be a
role model. “I know he puts in a lot
more work than most people I’ve
ever seen. I try to work as hard as
him but sometimes it’s hard,” said

Jeffrey about his older brother. Justin also admits to learning a thing
or two from his younger brother
and considers him to be a source of
motivation. “It’s definitely a friendly
rivalry and it’s really Jeff who drives
me to work harder.”
With the team getting off to a
rough start this season, Justin and
Jeffrey realize that perseverance is
the key to winning. Jeffrey knows
that swimming requires a positive
work ethic but understands that
“there’s a lot of disappointment
[when you lose] but you learn how
to deal with that.” Older brother
Justin adds, “Swimming is like a
full-time job. It all comes down to
you racing yourself and keeping
up that motivation.” At the end of
the day, when the race is over and
the winners are declared, Justin
reveals, “showing up and working
hard is what it’s all about.”
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their last loss dating as far back
as Feb. 2008 in a 60-58 nail-bitter
against Lehman College.
Since then, the Bearcats have
been an unstoppable force on the
court and no conference opponent
has been able to match their suc-

cess or abilities.
While the team’s performance
level was on par throughout the
game, a large part of their success
that night was knowing that they
had the biggest rally of support that
Baruch’s ARC has ever housed.
Baruch soccer player and president of the Caribbean Student Association, Sean Dickenson, promoted the home opener for both
the women and men’s basketball
games and watched 500 dedicated
fans file into the stands.
“The main reason why I promoted the game was to build school
spirit and camaraderie,” explained
Dickenson. “It was also to get all
the freshmen involved. I was happy
about the turn out.”
Students, friends and family members aren’t the only people
cheering on the Bearcats. Last week
the women’s basketball program
received its first-ever national consideration in NCAA Division III
polls.
According to CUNYAthletics.
com, The Bearcats earned two votes
from the USA Today/ESPN poll, administered by the Women’s Basketball Coaches Association, and three
votes from D3Hoops.com.
With a team that averaged 83
points in its first three games of
the season and has been dominating its conference for the past few
years, it’s difficult not to notice the
progress that the Bearcats have
been making.
“We have a lot of weapons this
year. The key is when you have a
lot of depth it makes you harder to
stop,” said Joseph. “We make sure
they work hard and give 100 percent effort. [The team] believes that
we can do something special this
year, and we’re just taking it one
game at a time.”

Upcoming games
 Important match-ups during the break
Men’s
Basketball

Woman’s
Basketball

Jan. 2 - Jan. 3
John Hopkins Tournement

Dec. 9
vs Montclair State

Jan. 13
vs CCNY

Dec. 29-30
Grand Canyon Classic

Jan. 23
@ Brooklyn

Jan. 6
@ Hunter

Jan. 27
vs John Jay

Jan. 27
vs John Jay

Men’s
Volleyball

Swimming
and Diving

Jan. 6
Emmanuel Tri-Match

Dec. 4-6
ECAC Div. III Finals

Jan. 17
Rivier Tri-Match

Dec. 11
@ Queens College

Jan. 22-23
New Paltz State
Tournament

Jan. 11
@ Lehman College
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In front of a packed
house in the ARC Arena, the
Bearcats took care of Medgar Evers in their home and
CUNY Athletic Conference
opener on Tuesday night ,
91-82, to extend their CUNYAC win streak to 17 regular
season games.
Captain George Kunkel,
who recently acheived a major milestone by scoring his
1,000th point as a Bearcat, put
together a great game with 17
points, seven rebounds and
four assists
Junior Tammer Farid also

contributed to the win, scoring a Baruch game high 19
points, shooting 5-of-8 from
the field and 3-of-4 from
three point territory.
As a team, the Bearcats
were hot from the field,
shooting an amazing 51 percent, converting on 28-of-55
field goals.
The Bearcats also dominated the glass, out rebounding the Cougars 41-30.
The team will return to action on Dec. 7 when they take
on Rutgers Newark from the
New Jersey Athletic Conference in a non-conference
match-up before taking 18
days off .

BY DENIS GOSTEV I THE TICKER

The Bearcats won their 17th straight regular season CUNYAC game by defeating Medgar Evers, 91-82, in their home opener in front of a full house.

